
 

        Approved by Bd. of Ed.:      
Suffield, Connecticut                   

 Board of Education Meeting 
February 2, 2010  

 
Call to Order 
Board Chair, Lori D’Ostuni called the meeting to order at 6:41 p.m. in the Suffield Middle 
School Media Center.  Present: Board members Lori D’Ostuni, Sue Porcello, Lauren Life,  
Bob Eccles, Jeanne Gee, Mary Roy, Michael Smith, Mary Lou Sanborn, Director of Fiscal 
Administration, Ed Basile and observers.  
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment 
Leeayn Burke, 1138 Blossom St. stated that there were many rumors around town about the 
reason for the superintendent’s resignation.    She asked for Board verification that the 
resignation was due to charges of sexual harassment.   The Chair verified that the allegations 
were true. 
 
Tony Roncaioli, Randall Drive, questioned why the reason for the resignation had not been 
disclosed at the last Board of Education meeting when the letter of resignation was accepted.  
The Chair replied that she had been surprised no one spoke in the Public Comment portion of the 
meeting last week and that she had a statement prepared if questions were asked.    The Chair 
apologized for not providing this information last week. 
 
Mr. Roncaioli asked about the compensation package the Superintendent will receive.   Board 
member Eccles stated that the Superintendent will be paid through the remainder of the school 
year.   This was the least expensive option for the district and was negotiated by a mediator. 
 
Natalie Semyanko, 888 Suffield St., asked if the former Superintendent would be able to take a 
position as an interim superintendent in another district.   The Chair stated that no letter of 
recommendation would be coming from Suffield but that Dr. Reynolds would be free to apply 
for other positions if he so desired. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Life moved, Smith seconded to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2010 Board of Education 
meeting as amended under Motion #10-007 as follows:  That the Board of Education approves of 
a 25 foot wide easement, 30 feet off the western property line of Spaulding School for a new 
gravel road and electric utility extension related to a new cell tower site proposed by Verizon 
Wireless, as well as a 45-foot wide easement to provide appropriate turning radius onto the 
neighboring property to the west.     This approval expires two years from 1/19/10.  Any 
modifications to the plan will require Verizon to return to the Board of Education for approval 
before proceeding within this time period.    The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Smith moved, Life seconded to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2010 Special Board of 
Education meeting.   The motion passed with one abstention (Eccles). 
 
Consent Agenda 
 MOTION #10-012:  Eccles moved, Smith seconded to approve the following items on the 
consent agenda: 



 

• Field Trip Request (Robotics) – Washington D.C. 
• 2010/2011 School Calendar 
• Approval of Plans & Specs for the Spaulding School Roof Project 

 
Addition to Agenda 
MOTION #10-013: Porcello moved, Eccles seconded to add Approval of ACCE List as item 
VI.D.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion/Action Items 

• Appointment of Interim Superintendent  
MOTION #10-014:  Smith moved, Life seconded to appoint Mary Greenlaw-Dixon, 
Director of Curriculum, to the position of Interim Superintendent of Schools.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Technology Vision 
Becky Osleger, outgoing Director of Technology, presented the Technology Vision for 
the Suffield Public Schools.  This Vision included partnering with the community, 
increasing communication through use of the district website, and professional 
development for administration as well as staff.  This Vision will be a foundational 
document to assist the new Director of Technology, once hired.  Gr. 7 Language Arts 
teacher, Heather Coxon, demonstrated how she uses technology in a classroom research 
project.   This included use of mimeo boards, websites, electronic feedback from the 
teacher to the students and submission of the final paper electronically. This could be 
adapted to all levels of learners.   Becky stated that each school has  “Showcase 
Teachers” who share their knowledge of technology with the staff of that school.   
Professional development sessions are planned for after school hours.   Becky stated that, 
as well as an administrator, the Technology Department needs people you can get into the 
classrooms and assist/coach teachers on technology. 
 

• Rotary Club Proposal of Gift 
Board member Porcello stated that the Facilities and Transportation Committee had  met 
on February 1 with representatives from the Suffield Rotary Club.  The Rotary would like 
to donate a concession building which would be built between the high school track and 
Beneski field.    This building would also include restroom facilities.    Once approved, 
the project would take three to four months to complete.    The Rotary would like to go to 
the February 22 Planning and Zoning Commission for approvals.     
 
MOTION #10-015:  Porcello moved, Roy seconded to accept the donation of the 
Suffield Rotary Club of a building that would provide for a concession area and 
bathrooms subject to a vote by the Rotary membership to make the donation. 
 
Board member Smith expressed concern about associated costs like utilities and paper 
goods for the restrooms.   It was also mentioned that since storage space is an issue for 
teams who use the high school fields, the building plan could be altered to include storage 
space at approximately $50/sq. ft. if built when this new building is being constructed.      
Also, decision would have to be made as to what would be included in the concession 
area:  grills, etc.     Larry Plano, Director of Facilities, stated that scheduling and running 
of the concession building would be the task of the high school administration and 
Booster Clubs.   Board member Gee suggested that perhaps this could be incorporated 
into a student entrepreneurial project. 



 

 
MOTION #10-016:  Smith and Eccles proposed amending the motion as follows: to 
accept the donation of the Suffield Rotary Club of a building that would provide for 
a concession area and bathrooms subject to a vote by the Rotary membership to 
make the donation.  Board of Education approval would be contingent upon 
approvals from all relevant authorities and total cost will be paid for without the use 
of Board of Education funds.  If project plans change materially, the plan must be 
brought back to the Board of Education.   Project completion must be within three 
years of approval or the plan must be brought back to the Board for re-approval. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Approval of ACCE List 
MOTION #10-017:   Smith moved, Life seconded to approve the following list to be 
submitted to ACCE: 

1. CL&P Energy Conservation Opportunity 
2. Maintenance Department Scissor Lift 
3. Upgrade District HVAC  Control System 
4. Replacement of 3 Burned Out Compressors – Suffield High School 
5. Addition of Storage Space to proposed Rotary Club Concession Building 

Donation 
 
Reports to the Board 

• Superintendents’ Report – None 
• Chair’s Report – None 
• Business Manager’s Report – Mr. Basile updated the Board on the status of school 

project reimbursements. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 

• Agriscience – Board member Sanborn shared notes from the February 2 meeting (see 
attached). 

• Policy – Policy 3541 (Transportation) was placed on the table for 30 days.  This will be 
discussed further at the next Board of Education meeting. 

• Personnel – Board member Life reported that a presentation was delivered tonight at 6pm 
from CES, a search firm and another presentation will be heard at the end of this business 
meeting tonight.  The second search firm is NESDAC.  The purpose is to gather 
information about the superintendent search process and what a search firm has to offer 
during this critical process.   

 
Future Business 

• Transportation Policy 
• Please note that the following questions will be discussed at either the February 23 or the 

first meeting in March as an Administrator and Board discussion.  
 

1. How does the district ensure that all students are actively involved and feel 
connected to the Suffield school community? 

2. How does the district most effectively utilize the available resources 
in our district to ensure that Suffield students receive the best possible 
education? 

3. How does the district prepare for 21st Century citizenship. 



 

 
• CABE Services Presentation to be scheduled Feb 23 – Bob Rader 
• Quest and Advisory Program review – John Warrington and SMS - Feb 23  
• Guidance Department Presentation – SHS and SMS guidance department 
• Special Education Presentation - Review of programs implemented in the last three 

years and moving forward – Dianna Kolodziey and Company 
• Graduation Requirements Presentation – Aligning them to reflect student preparation 

for a global society – Mary Greenlaw-Dixon 
• Guided Reading Program review and how data is used to improve student 

achievement – Karen Carpenter and McAlister 
• Professional Learning Communities and Response to Intervention at Spaulding – 

Angie Roman and Spaulding 
• Athletic Program Presentation – Mike Bosworth 
• High School Accreditation Update and Transition Program -  Donna  

Hayward and SHS 
• Safety assessment of our district’s facilities – Larry Plano 

 
Public Comment 
Chair D’Ostuni read an invitation from Karin Riordan, World Language Department Chair, 
inviting the Board to the World Language Honor Society Induction on Thursday, March 18,  
6:30 p.m. in the high school auditorium. 
 
Melissa Sullivan, 20 Mountain Laurel Dr., thanked the Board of Education for their candor in 
light of the resignation of the superintendent.   She is looking forward to moving on with a new 
superintendent and a new vision for the district. 
 
Adjournment 
Roy moved, Sanborn seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.   
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Lauren Life 
     Secretary 
ajk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BOE Agriscience Subcommittee Report 
  

as of February 2, 2010 
  

  
 The Agriscience Consulting Committee met on Wednesday, January 27, 2010.  Representatives 
from many different participating towns were present.  Rosa Perez and Anne Willard have been 
meeting with perspective students from the 10 different participating towns.  The total of number 
of students attending the Suffield Agriscience program in the 2010-2011 school year has yet to 
be determined.      
  
 The Agriscience Center had a very profitable holiday season.  Most of the items available were 
sold and the ones that were left were donated to the clients of Enfield Loaves and Fishes, 
Masonic Care in Suffield, and Suffield Emergency Aid.  Floral arrangements were made and 
donated to the residents of the Suffield House.  
  
 There has not been any news on the proposed Large Animal Facility.  The BOE 
Facilities/Transportation Committee will continue to work with the Agriscience Department and 
the Town of Suffield Permanent Building Committee. 
  
The Agriscience web site will be updated once Rosa Perez receives the update training.  
  
Upcoming Agriscience events: 
     -  February 9th - Green Hand/Chapter Degree Ceremony and Potluck Dinner       
     -  February 22nd - FFA Week - National Officer will visit Suffield program          
     -  March 4th - CT State Alumni meeting     
     -  March 9th - Floral workshop  
     -  April 13-14 - Agriscience Expo 
 
 


