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Suffield, Connecticut 

Board of Education Meeting 

February 23,  2010 

 

Call to Order 
Board Chair, Lori D’Ostuni called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Suffield Middle 
School Media Center.  Present:  Board members Lori D’Ostuni, Sue Porcello, Lauren Life, Bob 
Eccles, Jeanne Gee, Mary Roy, Mary Greenlaw-Dixon, Interim Superintendent of Schools and 
Director of Fiscal Administration, Ed Basile and Observers. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roy moved, Eccles seconded to table the Special Presentation to Sue Clark and Bob Parks to the 
meeting scheduled for March 2, 2010.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Life moved, Roy seconded to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2010 Board meeting as 
amended.  Under Public Comment – correction to the last sentence – “ The Chair stated that 
there were allegations of sexual harassment and that the Board thought it best that Dr. Reynolds 
resign”. 
 
Under Subcommittee Reports Policy 3541 (Transportation) was placed on the table for 30 days.  
Removed “This will be discussed further at the next Board of Education meeting”.   
 
The minutes were unanimously approved as amended. 
 
 Consent Agenda 
MOTION #10-018:  Life moved, Roy seconded to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda: 

• Field Trip to Italy, Switzerland and France – June 2011 
• Field Trip to Barcelona, Spain –  April 2011 
• Suffield Agriscience Consulting Committee Member Appointments – Kathy Dunai-

Thibedeau and Kevin Sullivan. 
The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion/Action Items 
Lori D’Ostuni introduced Mr. Robert Rader and Ms. Sheila McKay from CABE. 



Mr. Rader thanked the Board for inviting them to the meeting to explain what services are 
provided by CABE to Boards of Education.  Some of the services mentioned were working with 
Boards of Education regarding their roles and responsibilities, government relations, legal 
advice, labor relations both certified and non-certified and policies services (auditing and 
rewriting).  CABE provides many publications regarding BOE leadership, Board Chair Services 
as well as services called “Pay Schools’ – which allows parents to pay for extra curricular 
activities ahead of time, e-meeting services (agenda preparation and minutes).  CABE is also 
doing a “Light House” project  - focusing on school system best practices – currently being 
studied in Ansonia, Killingly and Westbrook, CT.   This is a useful tool to help Boards of 
Education help assist Administrators and staff in improving student achievement – not just on 
testing, but all components of student learning.  CABE is now doing a self audit to see what 
other services they can offer districts.   
 
Mr. Rader introduced Sheila McKay who reminded the Board about “Day on the Hill” to be held 
on March 3, 2010 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Sheila works with legislative leaders on educational 
issues that impact CABE school districts.   Ms. McKay strongly recommended that education 
leaders take advantage of this day to make issues heard to support public education and to 
encourage their legislators to attend.   This is also an excellent opportunity  for high school 
students to gain a first hand experience in civics.  She also said that hearings were in progress 
regarding seatbelts in school buses.  She stated there is proposal for a new law to be effective 
January 2011, that will mandate  seatbelts be retrofitted in school buses.  Hearings are taking 
place with bus companies, drivers and students.  Wilton, Danbury, Cromwell and Reading are 
communities that already have seatbelts on their buses. Ms. McKay sends out Advocacy 
Highlights and encouraged Board members to read them. 
 
Curriculum Cabinet  
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon explained the purpose of the Curriculum Cabinet in the district.  The 
Curriculum Cabinet is comprised of teachers, curriculum coordinators and administrators from 
each school as well as Tony Kydd,  representing SPED and Jeanne Gee, Board of Education 
member.  The Cabinet meets 10 times per year and is charged with the responsibility for 
curriculum development implementation and evaluation. 
 
It was noted that course proposals are on line for anyone who is interested, with the agenda from 
the meeting of February 24, 2010. 
 
MOTION #10-019: Roy moved, Gee seconded to approve the following motion: 
“That in accordance with CT General Statues 10-220 (e), the Board appoints the Curriculum 
Cabinet to act as the school district curriculum cabinet committee, and moved that the charge of 
the committee is to receive, develop, review and approve all school district curriculum with the 
understanding that curriculum approved by the committee is submitted to the Board of Education 
for final approval and review”. 
 
Lauren Life noted that curriculum development policies should be in agreement with Board of 
Education policies. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Course Proposals/Adoption 
 

• Astronomy: Exploring the Universe – Rachael Manzer  
Rachael Manzer, Science Coordinator presented the course proposal to 
the Board of Education.  Rachael reviewed all of the wonderful resources that 
Suffield has such as: 
 



1.  The Star Lab – donated by SFES 
2. Industry Liaison from Hamilton Sundstrand – local 
3. Video Conference capabilities with NASA 
4. A unique resource in Rachael because she will fly into space in two years! 

 
The new course would be a great addition to the resources already in place.  Students 
have been surveyed and asked what they would like to see offered.  Astronomy was 
strongly suggested.   
 
In addition the Board was asked to place on the table for 30 days  - “Discovering the 
Essential Universe, 4th edition – pending approval of the Astronomy Course Proposal. 
The new textbooks will be funded by a grant received last school year by the SFES. 
Textbooks were reviewed by Rachael Manzer Mark Beigel, Rick Jensen, Science teacher 
at the Suffield High School.  Rachael stated that this is the most current up-to-date 
textbook.  Software called “Starry Night” is linked directly to textbook.   
 

MOTION #10-020:  Porcello moved, Roy seconded to approve the course proposal as well as 
the new textbook (after 30 day period).  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Floral Art with ECE Option and Fundamentals of Horticulture with ECE Option - 
Laura LaFlamme 

Laura LaFlamme gave a power-point presentation to the BOE in regard to two 
proposed new courses in the AgriScience Department at the Suffield High School.  
The ECE Option gives early college experience from UCONN and a C or better in the 
course will provide transferrable credits and an official transcript.   The fee to 
students for this course is approximately $70.00.  Students will learn to identify 150 
common flowers and foliage that are listed in the NOCTI instructor packet for 
Floriculture.  This is the second year that Ag Centers have had this option with 4 
teachers using this option in CT – 4 out of 21 total centers.  Adding these new 
offerings does not imply that additional staff will be necessary.  This will supersede 
the existing Floral Design II Course and add an improved course offering with more 
unique opportunities for students. 

 
MOTION #10-021: Life moved, Porcello seconded to approve the two course proposals as well 
as the new textbook (after 30 day period).  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quest Advisory Program – John Warrington provided a brief history of the Quest Advisory 
Program to the Board.  The program started approximately three years ago and has evolved to 
where it is today after discussion and negotiation with staff members.  He credited Ida Hickerson 
with the success, noting that Ida brings great passion and compassion to the success of the 
program.   He introduced Ida.  Ida gave credit to John Warrington, teacher Beth Giller, Tom 
Kadamus and Tracy Scatolini, Guidance Counselors,  and Lori O’Neill, School Social Worker -  
who have all worked together to bring this program to students allowing them to interact with 
adults and peers without the pressures of grading.  Ida presented a power point presentation to 
the Board outlining the program as well as a video presentation composed by students and staff.  



Mrs. Hickerson stated that students are happier and doing well academically.   The PTAC has 
done a great job sending emails to parents informing them of the different opportunities being 
given offered to students. 
 
Lauren Life stated that this should be reflected somehow in either the student report card/record 
to allow for reflection/discussion/communication opportunities between students and parents.  
Not as an evaluation or grade.  Lauren understands that an evaluation or grade is not appropriate, 
but still feels that this is valuable time in the academic day and should be communicated to the 
parents. 
 
Kindergarten Childcare Program 
 
Mrs. Roman reported to the Board that her feeling was that after more research and discussion, 
she felt that it would be too soon to implement this approved program.  Some questions and 
concerns have been brought up that have suggested we look more closely.  Time is a factor and 
parents are already making arrangements for the next school year.  Mrs. Roman recommended 
we take a step back and research further.  Mary Roy stated that she is all for thoughtful 
consideration and taking time to make the final decision.  Lori D’Ostuni asked that Mrs. Roman 
return to the Board when she is ready to revisit the issue.  Mrs. Gee asked Mrs. Roman to let her 
know if there was any way that the Board could assist. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 

1. Verizon Tower - Mary Greenlaw-Dixon spoke with First Selectman, Tom Frenaye and 
confirmed that the Verizon Tower project  at Bruce Park is not being pursued at this time.  
It has been determined that the property being looked at can only be used for recreational 
purposes. 
 

2. Turf Field – The Athletic Department has received a request for a donation of 8 hours of 
field use to be donated as an item for the SFES Auction.  
 
  

3. SFES Grant Writing Workshop - A grant writing workshop was held and well attended 
by approximately 50-60 teachers. The workshop was presented by CREC. 
 

4.  It has been announced that Nicole Picard has been named Valedictorian and Ralle 
Rookey has been named Salutatorian for 2010 graduating class. 
 
 

5. CASCIAC has nominated the Suffield Middle School for recognition of Exemplary 
Teaming Practices.  The Suffield Middle School has just completed a rigorous self-
assessment examining seven areas of school practice such as curriculum integration, 
collaboration, parent and community involvement and flexible grouping and scheduling. 
A team visited the schools to verify and validate the assessment.  The results will be 
released by the end of the week. 

 
6. Amy DeMarco, French teacher and Christine Messmer, Spanish teacher at the Suffield 

Middle School have started a tutoring program with the Suffield Middle School and the 
SHS. 

 
7. The McAlister Intermediate School in conjunction with the PTO ,will be holding a 

variety show on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 from 3:00 – 7:30 – this will be a charitable 
event to benefit such things as autism, Haiti, etc.  In addition to the variety show, there 
will be a video made, t-shirts will be sold and all proceeds will be donated to the 
designated charities.  This will involve students and staff as well. 



 
 

8. Under the direction of Wyn Jespersen a 2nd grade class from Spaulding will perform at 
the Kent Memorial Library on February 25, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

9. On Saturday, February 27, 2010 the Rotary Club and Masons will hold a child 
identification program at Spaulding School from 9 am to 2 pm. 
 

10. Pizza Bingo night will be held on Friday 2/26 at Spaulding School beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
 

11. Rebecca Osleger has reconsidered her position and will  return to SPS full-time on 
Monday,  March 1, 2010. 

 
12.  National FFA Secretary Bethany Bohnenblust attended  a special program at the Suffield 

High School on Monday 2/22.  Monday was the kick-off of the National FFA Week. 
The Suffield  FFA made of bar of soap with 41 pounds of olive oil; 24 pounds of coconut 
oil; 14 pounds of palm oil; 12 pounds of lye; and 30 pounds of goat’s milk and ice.   
The 3 inch by 3 inch by 40 foot bar of soap will be cut up and sold at the AG Expo 
coming up in April to benefit the FFA Chapter. 

 
Board Chair Report 
No Report 
 
Business Manager Report 
No Report 
 
Facilities Report 
Sue Porcello reminded the Board that a Facilities/Transportation Meeting will be held on 
February 25, 2010. 
 
Policy Report 

 Transportation Policy is on 30 day read. 
 
  
 

Personnel Committee 
 Will report on the status of the Superintendent Search on March 2, 2010. 
 
 Budget  
 Board member, Bob Eccles reported on the current status of the budget planning process. 
 The preliminary budget will be placed on the agenda for the March 2, 2010. 
 ACES will meet on Wednesday to consider projects for the new school year. 

Mr. Eccles also mentioned that pay to play for extra-curricular activities may be one way 
to obtain our budget goals.  Minutes of both the Board of Education and Budget Sub- 

 committee are available on the district web-site. 
 
Lori D’Ostuni reminded the Board that the next meeting will be a retreat with Administrators 
and the Preliminary Budget will be discussed.  Also discussion will be held in regard to more 
effective board meetings/time, etc. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 



Anne Willard introduced the two new members of the Suffield Regional Agriscience Consulting 
Committee to the Board – they are Kathy Dunai-Thibedeau and Kevin Sullivan. 
  
Anne also said that many great things are happening in Agriscience.  Some things coming up are: 
 
The Ag Day  at the CT State Capitol to be held on March 18, 2010.   
 
The Ag Expo in Suffield April 13-14, 2010.   
 
Students will be traveling to Yellowstone in April (during school vacation) and the Ag Banquet 
will be in May and Board members will be invited. 
 
The Board also agreed to place the Textbook Recommendation on the table for 30 days for 
“Managing our Natural Resources”, 5th edition. 
   
Annette Sorensen complimented Ida Hickerson, John Warrington and Beth Giller for their 
dedication to the Quest Program and stated as a parent,  it is fantastic that we have teachers and 
principals that know more about their students than just academics. 
 
Adjournment 
Eccles moved, Roy seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                           Lauren Life 
                                                            Secretary 
 
LL/dal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


