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Suffield, Connecticut  

 

Suffield Board of Education Meeting 

March 16, 2010 

Call to Order 
Board Chair, Lori D’Ostuni called the meeting to order at 6:16 p.m. in the Suffield Middle School Media 
Center.  Present:  Board members Lori D’Ostuni, Sue Porcello, Bob Eccles, Jeanne Gee, Mary Roy, 
Michael Smith, Mary Lou Sanborn, Mary Ellen Tunsky; Interim Superintendent of Schools, Mary 
Greenlaw-Dixon. 
 
Executive Session 
Roy moved, Sanborn seconded to move into executive session at 6:17 p.m.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
A personnel issue was discussed. 
 
Sanborn moved, Roy seconded to move into regular session at 6:33 p.m.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
The Chair called the regular meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment 
Dr. Melvin Chafetz, former elementary principal and interim superintendent of schools spoke regarding 
the process by which the interim superintendent was appointed. He stated that this was not directed at 
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon  and that he had know her and worked with her for many years  and that she was 
very capable of the appointment.  He stated that he felt there was no open discussion and that very few 
districts appoint in this way. He asked why the normal process was not followed. 
 
Dr. Chafetz questioned the hiring of an outside consultant to evaluate the district before there is a sitting 
superintendent.  He also questioned the need to spend funds to hire a consultant. 
 
Dr. Chafetz also felt that the minutes do not reflect the dialogue of the Board of Education and that the 
Board is not transparent enough.  He would like to know how the Board comes to decisions and asked 
that these discussions are shared with the public. 
 
When Dr. Ellis was the Superintendent of Schools an extensive evaluation of the superintendent of 
schools involved 30-40 different people from the district.   Each person completed an evaluation and 
shared their opinion with the full Board of Education. This included parents, teachers, administrators, 
students and town officials.  The results were then compiled and made public. 
 
Chair Lori D’Ostuni thanked Dr. Chafetz for and said she would like to reflect on the comments made.  
Sue Porcello thanked Dr. Chafetz and stated that he had some good points and had given the Board some 
things to think about and discuss. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Approval of Minutes 
Roy moved, Porcello seconded to approve the Board of Education minutes of the March 2, 2010 meeting 
as amended.  The last paragraph under Public Comment was corrected/clarified that the Valentine Social 
was held by the Friends of Suffield for the Senior Citizens of the town.   
 
Suffield High School Student Rep Report 
Donna Hayward, Principal  of  the Suffield High School,  introduced Neha Mehta to the Board of 
Education.Neha will be the Student Rep from the Suffield High School and will attend future board 
meetings will report on the various activities taking place at the high school. 
 
Neha reported that this week is World Language Week.  Students are celebrating different countries and 
their cultures.    
 
Neha also reported that March 26, 2010  from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. was the date for the NHS Volley 
Ball Marathon. Members of the student body and staff will participate in this activity. 
 
On March 24, 2010, students will participate in the “Names Can Really Hurt us Program.”   
 
Students are planning a variety show as well as a pep rally for spring sports.  Prom is set for  
May 21, 2010. 
 
Neha reported she and other student representatives  from Connecticut had participated in a forum with 
the Commissioner of Education regarding the teacher evaluation process.   
 
Board member Jeanne Gee asked Neha if she was enjoying her experience as a representative on the State 
Advisory Board.    Neha stated that she found it very interesting  and that there have been different topics 
of discussion which have included 21st Century Skills, budget issues, meetings with the Commissioner as 
well as Mr. Maloney from CAS. 
 
Donna Hayward, Principal of Suffield High School told the Board that Neha’s position with the State 
Board of Education is a great honor and that she had been selected from the entire student body and that 
there were only 20 students in the entire state asked to participate.   She stated that this is a big feather in 
Suffield’s cap and she will do a great job representing Suffield High School. 
 
Consent Agenda 
It was requested that all items be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Michael Smith suggested that in the future the Board state their reasons why they would like to remove 
items from Consent Agenda. 
 
MOTION #10-022 :  Field Trip Approval – Roy moved, Smith seconded to approve the field trip for 
Aces High Robotics Club to Atlanta, Georgia April 14 to April 18th  and a Field Trip to Disney World in 
Orlando Florida April 17 to April 24, 2010 as presented subject to insurance certificates with proper 
documentation. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Financial Statements 
MOTION #10-023:  Roy moved, Eccles seconded to approve the Financial Statements for January 2010 
and February 2010.    The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Cooperating Mentor(s) 
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon, Interim Superintendent of Schools, explained the responsibilities of a Cooperating 
Mentor as it relates to what was the BEST Program and is now undergoing significant changes  and will 
be called TEAM.  A committee is being formed and will be meeting shortly to develop a three year plan 
for supporting teachers and develop a budget to support the activities of the three year plan.  Cooperating  



 

Mentors will participate in training sessions and work cooperatively  as a member of a team to facilitate a 
teacher’s professional growth. 
 
MOTION #09-024:  Smith moved, Gee seconded to approve the applications for Cooperating/Mentors as 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Acceptance of Gifts 
MOTION #10-025:  Smith moved, Tunsky seconded to accept a generous donation of $250.00 from the 
First National Bank of Suffield  toward the Math Olympiad breakfast.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION #10-026:  Roy moved, Smith seconded to accept a gift of musical instruments to the Suffield 
Middle School from Mrs. Carol Macari.  The following instruments were generously donated: 
 

• A Jupiter Alto Saxophone          value   $600.00 
• Yamaha Trombone               value    $395.00 
• King Trumpet                value    $325.00 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Board of Education Budget 2010 Approval 
There was discussion regarding the budget in regard to staffing.  Bob Eccles, Chair of the Budget 
Subcommitte stated that it is too early in the process to realize any staff cuts.  There could still be 
unanticipated staff resignations and or retirements.  All non-tenured certified staff members received 
letters notifying them in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes 
Section 10-151. law,  that the Board would be discussing their contracts at the meeting of  
March 16, 2010.    Lori D’Ostuni commended and thanked  the members of the Budget Subcommittee, Ed 
Basile and administrators for their work/ time spent in preparation of the budget.  Chair Lori D’Ostuni 
asked if there were any questions in regard to the budget from the public.    No questions were asked.  
 
MOTION #10-026:  Eccles moved, Smith seconded to approve the recommended budget to the  Suffield 
Board of Finance in the amount of $30,194,005.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Non-tenured Teacher/Non-Renewal 
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon, Interim Superintendent reported that letters had been delivered to all non-tenured 
certified staff members as required in accordance with the applicable provisions of Connecticut General 
Statues Section 10-151.   The interim Superintendent stated that this action is being taken only because of 
the current economic conditions  and performance as a teacher is not in question and is not connected to 
this action in  any manner. 
 
 
 
 
MOTION# 10-027:    Roy moved that the contract of employment of all teachers who are non-tenured as 
of June 2010, not be renewed for the following year, upon  the contract expiration at the end of the current 
2009/2010 school year, and that the Superintendent of Schools is directed to advise such persons in 
writing of this action and to extend such authorization to the Superintendent to extend any/all contracts to 
the extent that is feasible upon approval of the 2010/11 budget. 
 
The motion passed unanimously as amended. 
 
Lori D’Ostuni left the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  Vice Chair Mary Roy continued the meeting.  
 
Approval of Graduation Date/Forgive Snow Days 
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon, Interim Superintendent reported that two snow days this winter have moved the 
last day of school for students to Tuesday, June 22.  The Superintendent recommended that the Board of 



 

Education forgive two days making the last day of school for all students, Friday, June 18, 2010, with the 
recommendation that graduation be help on Saturday, June 19. 
 
MOTION #10-028:  Tunksy moved, Porcello seconded that the Suffield Board of Education forgive up 
to 3 student days for students.  The last day of school for all students would be Friday, June 18, 2010. 
Graduation to be held on Saturday, June 19. 
 
The motion passed unanimously as amended to include that up to 3 student days be forgiven. 
 
Strategic School Profile 
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon reviewed her analysis of the Strategic School Profiles with the Board. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 

1. Suffield Foundation for Excellent School grant applications are in and have been submitted. 
This year teachers participated in a grant writing workshop before preparing their grant requests.   
Over 30 applications were submitted by all schools and covered a very broad range of topics.   
 

2. The Suffield High School Robotics Team won the Washington DC regional competition.  They 
competed in a field of 59 teams.    The team will compete at the Hartford Regional on April 2-4.   
Congratulations! 
 

3.  Congratulations to the Suffield High School Debate Team.  The varsity won 2nd and 3rd overall      
 in the Connecticut Valley Debate League.  Our novices also won 3rd overall in JV.  There were    
 over 40 teams this year in the league, so 2nd and 3rd really is outstanding. 

 
4.  The Suffield Middle School received the Exemplary Teaming Practices Recognition Award from    

CAS.  This award was given based on a rigorous self-assessment examining seven areas of school 
practice such as curriculum integration, collaborative parent or community involvement and 
flexible grouping practices.  A team then visited the schools to verify and validate the assessment.  
Schools found to have exemplary teaming practices are awarded a CAS Certificate – this is a 
three year exemplary practices designation.  Congratulations! 
 

5. The McAlister Intermediate School will be having a variety show on Friday, April 30, 2010. 
The variety show is a charitable event with a theme of making the world a better place. 
All students have an opportunity to be a part of this unique project.  McAlister School is raising 
money for the charities associated with the website:WHATKINDOFWORLDDOYOU 
WANT.COM.  Further information will follow. 

 
Subcommittee Reports 
Sue Porcello reported that the Board of Education is holding a FORUM on March 30, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Suffield Middle School Auditorium.  The topics for discussion will be Transportation Policy – Pay 
to Play/Proposal – discussion and communications Initiatives.  An invitation  is posted on the district 
website and anyone interested can call the Central Office – 860-668-3800 or email to 
dlee@sps.suffield.org  to RSVP. 
 
Agriscience Consulting Committee – The next meeting is April 12, 2010.  Thursday, March 18, 2010 the 
Permanent Building Committee will hold a meeting regarding the large animal facility.  The meeting will 
be at 6:00 p.m. in the town hall offices located next to the McAlister Intermediate School. 
 
The Jet’s Football team has put the donation of lights on hold for one year to allow for more details to be 
discussed.  The Board of Selectman will receive a presentation on Wednesday evening in regard to the 
proposed concession stand.  Discussion continues as to the management of the concession stand. 
 
The greenhouse behind the Suffield Middle School will be torn down – principals have been asked to give 
Mary Greenlaw-Dixon and Larry Plano lists of items not being used for possible auction by April 1. 

mailto:dlee@sps.suffield.org


 

 
Adjournment 
Porcello moved, Eccles seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Dawn Lee 
       Secretary Pro Tem 
 
LD/dal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


