
 

        Approved by Bd. of Ed.:        
Suffield, Connecticut                   

 Board of Education Meeting 
August 17, 2010  

 

Board Chair, Mary Roy called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Suffield Middle School 
Media Center.  Present: Board members Mary Roy, Lori D’Ostuni, Sue Porcello, Michael Smith, 
Mary Ellen Tunsky, and Robert Eccles; Interim Superintendent of Schools, Mary Greenlaw-
Dixon; Director of Fiscal Administration, Ed Basile and observers.  

Call to Order 

 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Laurie Foster, 35 Willow Creek, asked about the new bus/student drop-off procedures for 
Suffield Middle School and McAlister Intermediate.   Who designed the plan?  The Chair replied 
that the plan was designed by the Interim Superintendent, the principals of Suffield Middle 
School and McAlister Intermediate, and the Director of Facilities and approved by the Board of 
Education.   This new plan was developed due to safety issues with the old procedures. 

Public Comment 

 

The Chair received a letter from recently retired teacher, Sue Pearson, thanking the Board of 
Education for the glass apple received at the June 15 Board of Education meeting. 

Correspondence 

 

D’Ostuni moved, Eccles seconded to approve the minutes of the July 17, 2010 Board of 
Education meeting as amended.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION #10-074:  Eccles moved, D’Ostuni seconded to approve the following item on the 
consent agenda: 

Consent Agenda 

• PALS Grant  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

None 
Discussion/Action Items 

 

 
Reports to the Board 

• 
- The new bus dismissal and student drop-off/pick-up procedures will be outlined in the 

next issue of The Suffield Observer.   Letters will also be sent to parents.   The new 
lining of the parking lot between McAlister and Suffield Middle School should be 
done by the end of this week.   New signage will be installed next week. 

Superintendent’s Report 

 
-  The district has been awarded $81,000 in grant money as we now have 2% of our 

student population made up of Choice students.  Some of this grant will fund a 
school/family liaison for each school.  Each liaison will work 12 hours per week for 
the 2010/11 school year to assist with transitioning all new students into the system.      
Money will also be put into the academic support program for remedial assistance for 



 

students needing the extra support.   All students in the district will benefit from this 
grant. 

 
- A letter was received from a parent regarding the French language offerings at 

Suffield Middle School.    Presently there are not enough sections in Gr. 6 French to 
accommodate all students who wish to take that language.  Middle School Principal, 
John Warrington stated that there is a waiting list of 24 students.  Students who take 
French in Gr. 6 will have first priority to be placed in French for Gr. 7.    Dr. 
Greenlaw-Dixon explained that, due to scheduling differences between Suffield High 
School and Suffield Middle School, it is difficult to “share” a French teacher between 
both schools.    Budget constraints have not allowed for an extra .4 FTE teacher.    
There was a discussion on why only French and Spanish are offered.   Board member 
Smith asked about other schools in the area and their offerings.   If we are to prepare 
our students to live and work in a global economy, perhaps we should consider 
expanding our offerings.    The Interim Superintendent replied that we have offered 
Chinese and Japanese at the high school through the Virtual High School program.  
These courses have not been available on line for middle school aged students.  Board 
member Eccles stated that if this was a resource allocation issue, we need to look 
closely at the budget and see if funding and  the reallocation of district staffing 
resources to hire a .4 FTE teacher could be found.     

 
There was also a brief discussion on providing high school credit for middle school 
World Language.  The Board asked that this be brought to Curriculum Cabinet for 
further study.   

 
       Board member D’Ostuni left the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 
 

-  The Board was provided with a staffing report to date.    
 

-  A letter was received from a foster parent in town complimenting the staff at 
Spaulding School and the district at large on the positive experience provided to two 
foster children placed in her home during the past year. 

 
• 

-  The Chair reminded Board members to provide their share of the cost of the cakes 
provided to staff at the end of school in June. 

Chair’s Report 

 
- The next Board of Education meetings are scheduled for August 31, September 7, 

September 14 (retreat) and September 21.   Board members are asked to contact 
Dawn Lee with their availability for these meetings as soon as possible. 

 
• 

-  The asbestos abatement project at Spaulding is nearing completion.  Air tests will be 
performed tomorrow (August 18) with results available the following day.  Re-tiling 
should be done at the beginning of next week. 

Business Manager’s Report 

 
- The Agriscience large animal facility programmatic approval has been granted.   We 

are expecting a letter from the Associate Commissioner.  The architect has met with 
the engineers on site and the project is moving forward.   Projected completion date is 
March 2012. 



 

 

• 
Subcommittee Reports 

Facilities and Transportation

 

-  Committee Chair Sue Porcello stated that a meeting had 
been held prior to tonight’s Board of Education meeting.    A strip of land abutting 
Suffield Middle School has been offered free of charge by the owners.  This land would 
be used by the Cross Country Team to access Suffield Academy property.   The land 
owners have asked that in exchange for the land, any legal expenses would be covered by 
the Board of Education.  Ed Basile will consult with the Town Attorney before any 
commitment is made. 

•  Athletic Program Presentation 
Future Business 

• Safety assessment of district facilities 
• Sound Field Systems 
• AYP Data 
• CMT/CAPT Updates 
• Board of Education Retreat – Sept. 14 
• Buddy Report 
• Agriscience Open House 
• Suffield High School/Alternative Schools 

 

Kim Massi,, 45 Stratton Farms, stated that her daughter was on the waiting list for French at 
Suffield  Middle School.  She expressed her concern that this situation has been a problem for 
the last three years and encouraged the Board to find a way to provide another French teacher.  
Perhaps a French Club could be formed. 

Public Comment 

 
Brendan Begley, Clay Creek Dr., thanked the Board of Education, the middle school 
administration and the Facilities and Transportation Committee for their efforts towards 
acquiring the land offered for the cross country team use. 
 

Eccles moved, Porcello seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Adjournment 

 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Mary Ellen Tunsky 
     Secretary   
ajk 
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