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Suffield, Connecticut                   

 Board of Education Meeting 
February 28, 2012 

 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Susan Porcello called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. in the Suffield Middle School 
Media Center.  Present: Board members Susan Porcello, Robert Eccles, Mary Lou Sanborn, 
Michelle Zawawi, Jeanne Gee, George Beiter, and Scott Schneider; Superintendent of Schools, 
Karen Baldwin, Director of Fiscal Administration, Ed Basile and observers. 
 
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Communications 
None 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Student Representative – SHS 
Alyssa Puia, Suffield High School Student Representative, reported on the latest activities at 
Suffield High School. 

• Last week was National FFA week.   Activities were held during the week that included 
all of the student body.  Agriscience students are taking trips to area schools that 
participate in our Agriscience Program to recruit students for next year. 

• Winter sports are winding down.  The girls’ basketball team won their first round of 
states championship games. 

• The Empty Bowl Project was held on February 16.  This is the second year Suffield has 
participated.   Bowls were made by the Ceramics classes at Suffield High School.  The 
public was invited to purchase a bowl of their choice and some soup for $5.  Proceeds 
were split between the Suffield Emergency Aid Association and Action Against Hunger. 

Board Member Roy arrived at 6:35 p.m. 
Board member D’Ostuni arrived at 6:36 p.m. 

• CAPT will run March 5-12. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Sanborn moved, Gee seconded to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2012 meeting.      The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion/Action Items 

• Acceptance of Gift – MOTION #12-009:  Roy moved, D’Ostuni seconded to accept a 
gift of $1449.95 from The Suffield Soccer Club to be used for the purchase of 25 team 
jackets in recognition of the boys’ soccer team state championship.   The motion passed 
unanimously. 

  
 



• Field Trip Request – Bob Lowell, advisor for the Robotics Team, presented a request for 
a trip to Montreal, Canada, March 15-18, 2012, for the FIRST Robotics Competition.  
Students have been fundraising to help pay for this trip. 
MOTION #12-010:  D’Ostuni moved, Eccles seconded to approve the Robotics field 
trip to Montreal, March 15-18, 2012 as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Reports to the Board  
 
Superintendent’s Report 

• Blum Shapiro Management Efficiency Status Update: Technology and Business. 
- Becky Osleger, Director of Technology, updated the Board on the status of 

technology use and training throughout the district.  The increasing use of 
PowerSchool by staff throughout the system continues with technology “team 
leaders” identified at each school.  These “team leaders” have volunteered to be 
available as PowerSchool technology resources in their respective buildings.  Use of 
PowerSchool at the high school/middle school levels online for student course 
selection has resulted in the savings of many hours of time.  Training continues at all 
staffing levels to enhance communication and improve organizational efficiencies. 

 
- Ed Basile, Director of Fiscal Administration, reported on the use of the MUNIS 

system with adjustments to work flow in the areas of stipends, purchasing, accounts 
payable, payroll, grants management, budget and student activities accounts.  These 
areas were highlighted in the Blum Shapiro report for improvement.   

 
 

• Update on School Facilities and Preventative Maintenance Schedule – Larry Plano, 
Director of Facilities, shared with the Board that a preventative maintenance scheduler 
from School Dude will be brought online this summer.  This new modular will remind 
custodial staff of items which need to be addressed on a regular schedule in order to 
avoid future costly repairs.     

 
CL&P and PowerPoint Energy will be meeting at the end of the week with school 
personnel with the results of a study that could provide a substantial energy savings at all 
schools by the replacement of lighting fixtures.   
 
One of the McAlister boilers is scheduled to be replaced this summer with a gas powered 
boiler. 

             
 
Chair’s Report 

• Conversations with the First Selectman about shared services in the areas of human 
resources and technology will be scheduled through the Human Resources and Personnel 
Subcommittee. 

 
• Scott Guilmartin, Chair of the Republican Town Committee, has asked the Chair to 

attend the next RTC meeting on March 21 to speak on the negotiations process.   
 
 



 
Subcommittee Reports 

• Community Engagement and Public Relations – Board member Gee stated that the 
Subcommittee had met on February 13 regarding proactive initiatives and budget.  The 
Superintendent will hold office hours to discuss the budget concerns.  Several dates have 
been set up and are posted on the website. 

 
• Budget Subcommittee – Board member Eccles reported that a Budget Subcommittee 

meeting was scheduled for the next morning, February 29, at 7:30 in the Central Office.  
He plans to present the proposed budget to the full Board of Education at the March 6 
Board meeting with a vote scheduled for the March 20 Board meeting.  A Board of 
Finance meeting is scheduled for April 2 at which time the approved Board of Education 
budget will be presented.   
 

• The Student Programs and Services Subcommittee will meet on Thursday, March 1 at 6 
p.m. in Central Office. 

 
Future Business 

• District Technology Systems:  Update on security and implementation of best practices 
• Report on Updates to District Crisis Manual 
• Common Core State Standards and SPS Curriculum Implementation (sample lesson) 
• Blum Shapiro Update 
• 6th Grade Technology Course 
• Teen Safety Initiatives 
• Writers’ Workshop 
• Gender Gap 

 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Roy moved, Eccles seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Lori D’Ostuni 
     Secretary   
 
LD/ajk 
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