
 

 

Suffield, Connecticut      Approved by Bd. of Ed.:    2/26/13 

 Board of Education Meeting 

February 5, 2013 

 

Call to Order 

Board Chair, Sue Porcello, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Suffield High School 

Media Center.  Present: Board members: Sue Porcello, Lori D’Ostuni,  Jeanne Gee,  

Michelle Zawawi, George Beiter, Mary Roy, Mary Lou Sanborn and Scott Schneider; Director 

of Fiscal Administration, Ed Basile; Superintendent of Schools, Karen Baldwin; Assistant 

Superintendent, Jim Collin and observers. 

 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

Public Comment 

None 

 

Communications 

The Superintendent shared an invitation with the Board to attend the FFA Greenhand Chapter 

Degree ceremony to be held in the Suffield High School auditorium on February 12. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Roy moved, D’Ostuni seconded to approve the minutes of the January 22, 2013 meeting 

presented.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Discussion/Action Items 

 Large Animal Facility 

Suffield Permanent Building Commission Chair, Joe Sangiovani, updated the Board on 

the status of the Large Animal Facility.    The pump house project has still not been 

completed; therefore, a certificate of occupancy cannot be granted for use of the Large 

Animal Facility.    The pump house is needed for sprinkler system coverage in the new 

building.   Mr. Sangiovanni reports that the Permanent Building Commission is having 

trouble getting responses from the contractor.    The Commission would like to meet with 

all involved parties to resolve this issue.    He is hopeful the project will be completed 

and the building in use by the start of school in September. 

 

 First Robotics Field Trip 

Advisor, Bob Lowell, reported on upcoming regional competition.    There will be 14 

students from Suffield along with three Suffield chaperones; 10 students from Windsor 

Locks, along with 3 Windsor Locks chaperones; and six adult mentors.    Mr. Lowell 

explained this year’s robotic challenge and invited Board members to attend a 

competition to be held at Suffield High School on February 16.     The Board asked that 

Mr. Lowell and the team come to a Board of Education meeting after competition and 

give a demonstration.    There was a discussion on field trip policy since the one team is 

made up of two separate school districts with two separate field trip policies.    The 

Superintendent will contact Dr. Sweeney in Windsor Locks to confirm that the Windsor 

Locks policies for field trips and chaperones for overnight trips have been implemented. 

  



 

 

 

MOTION  #13-09:  Beiter moved, Schneider seconded to approve the First Robotics 

Field Trip request to Rochester, NY on February 27-March 2, 2013.   The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Acceptance of Gifts 

MOTION #13-10: Gee moved, Roy seconded to accept a donation of computer 

equipment (5 LCD flat monitors and PC computers) for Suffield Middle School 

from Celeste Bentley, Cigna Corporation.   The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 Update on Digital Learning Pilot 

Assistant Superintendent, Jim Collin, updated the Board of Education on this pilot 

program which is linked to Goal 1 of the Suffield Board of Education Strategic Plan.    

This pilot allows for students to bring their own technology to be used with supervision 

during learning activities in Social Studies in Grades 6, 7, and 8.  The Board will assign 

district hardware for students who do not bring their own.    Board member Gee stated 

that parents need to be educated as to what skill levels are expected in the areas of 

technology at each grade level.    A scope and sequence needs to be developed.    

 

 The Superintendent reported that a notice of retirement has been received from Spaulding 

Principal, Angie Roman, effective June 30, 2013. 

 

Chair’s Report 

 The Chair reminded the Board of the Legislative breakfast scheduled for Thursday, 

February 7, 2013. 

  

Subcommittee Reports 

 Student Programs and Services – Chair D’Ostuni gave with an overview of the past 

meeting where the meeting focused on sixth grade leveling.  She stated there was 

feedback around the CCSS Sixth Grade Leveling Parent Form.  She reported on the 

deliverables administration is working on and ones the board stated they would like to 

see.  She stated that letters will be sent to McAlister parents before the March 

conferences answering questions raised at the January 17
th

 CCSS and leveling parent 

forum. 

 

 Budget –  Board member Beiter reported that the Budget Subcommittee had met on 

February 1.   A preliminary budget has been received from the Superintendent. 

 

 Policy – Chair Mary Lou Sanborn stated the Subcommittee met just before the Board of 

Education meeting and would be bringing four policies to the next Board meeting for 30 

day read.     The Chair also asked about bringing students to the CABE Day on the Hill 

which is usually held in April. 

  

Future Business 

 Safety & Security Updates – Ongoing Training 

 Common Core State Standards - SMS 



 

 

 Budget Development – SY 2013-2014 

 

 

Public Comment 

None 

 

Executive Session 

D’Ostuni moved, Zawawi seconded to move into executive session at 8:46 p.m.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Discussion on Superintendent’s Mid-Year Evaluation 

 

Regular Session 

Zawawi moved, D’Ostuni seconded to return to regular session at 9:20 p.m.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

     Lori D’Ostuni 

     Secretary  

LD/ajk 

 


