
Minutes of the Board of Finance Meeting 
Sept. 12, 2011 – Police Station Conference Room – 7 p.m. 

 
Members present: Justin Donnelly, Joseph Sangiovanni, Dennis Kreps, Sam Fuller, Brian Kost, Ryan 
Anderson, alts. James Lennon, Eric Harrington     Absent: Peter Boyd 
Also present: First Selectman Tom Frenaye, Selectman Brian Fitzgerald, Treasurer Christine Davidson, 
Director of Finance Deborah Cerrato, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary 
 
Chairman Justin Donnelly called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
Citizen Comment: None 
Correspondence:  Chairman Donnelly noted that Mr. Jim Lennon had notified him that he was resigning 
from the Board of Finance as an alternate member, effective October 1.  Mr. Donnelly noted that Jim had 
served on the Board of Finance for approximately 18 years.   The Board of Finance and the residents of 
Suffield extend their appreciation to Mr. Lennon for his outstanding and dedicated service.   Mr. Lennon 
thanked the Chairman for his kind remarks, and left the meeting at this time. 
 
Minutes:  Mr. Kreps moved to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2011 regular meeting; Mr. Kost 
seconded.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Transfer approved by the Chairman for FY 2010-2011 -  Mr. Donnelly had authorized a transfer  ($7,000) 
from Contingency to cover the cost of unanticipated legal expenses  Mr. Kost moved to approve the transfer 
of $7,000 from the Contingency 00195011 50920 to Town Counsel – Legal Fees 0141551 50341 as 
authorized by the Chairman of the Board of Finance.  Mr. Kreps seconded.  The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote.   
 
Transfer Request – Transfer from Contingency to Fire Pump for the High School and VoAg  - $175,942  
Director of Public Works John Cloonan was present and reviewed a memo that was sent to the Board of 
Finance and Board of Selectmen from Joseph Sangiovanni, Chairman of the Permanent Building 
Commission and himself.  During the design of the High School Agri-Science Large Animal Facility in 
2010, it was determined that the water pressure available was no longer adequate to satisfy the requirements 
of the new building or the existing building.  As a result, a fire pump will have to be installed.  Mr. 
Sangiovanni explained in detail the reason and the need for this fire pump.  A capital expenditure of 
$200,000 was approved in the 2011-12 Town budget.  The low bid for installation of the fire pump is for 
$362,247, which includes a brick exterior fire pump building plus an additional $13,695 for architectural fees 
and advertising costs.  The required increase to the fire pump budget is $175,942.  The Town may be eligible 
for a State schools grant that would cover 40-50% of the total; this is being explored.  It is noted that the 
Board of Selectmen did approve the needed transfer ($175,942) from the Contingency Account.   
 
The First Selectman Tom Frenaye had sent to the BoF, prior to the meeting, a summary of options available 
for funding the Fire Pump project.  The four options outlined are: 

1. Cancel the Fire Pump Project  
2. Postpone the Fire Pump Project 
3. Appropriate an additional $175,000 by adding to the existing town budget 
4. Transfer $175,000 from an existing approved project  (or projects) in the current budget 

 
Mr. Frenaye discussed the option of transferring $175,000 from the Town Hall HVAC capital project 
($400,000) which the full amount will not be used during 2011-12.  It would have to be supplemented in 
2012-13 in order to do anything more than the engineering work needed to upgrade the HVAC and electrical 
systems.  Because this exceeds the provisions in the Town Charter (more than ¼ of one percent of the total 
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budget) this would require approval by the Boards of Selectmen and Board of Finance, and Town meeting 
approval. It was noted that if the project is delayed beyond Nov. 1, it will cost about $30,000 more because 
of material and installation cost increases.   
 
Mr. Kost moved that we reduce the funding for next year for Farmland Preservation by $175,942 and 
transfer the money into the line item for the Fire Pump, if Town Meeting approval is necessary, we go to 
Town Meeting.   Mr. Sangiovanni seconded.  The Board discussed the issue of whether we have to go to 
Town Meeting or not.  If the Town Counsel rules that Town Meeting approval is required, then we go to 
Town Meeting.  Mr. Kost stated that he does not see any eminent need to spend $200,000 on farmland 
preservation in an economy where there is no pressure for residential development at all.  The issue of using 
Town Hall funding or a transfer from Farmland Preservation was discussed at length.  Chairman Donnelly 
called for a vote:  In favor, Mr. Kost, Mr. Kreps; Against: Sangiovanni, Fuller, Donnelly, Anderson.  The 
motion failed.   
 
Mr. Fuller moved to transfer $175,942 from the capital project, Town Hall HVAC to the Fire Pump project. 
Mr. Sangiovanni seconded.  Vote: In favor; 4 in favor; opposed; Mr. Kost, Mr. Kreps.  The motion was 
approved by a 4 to 2 vote. 
 
Chairman’s Note:  Mr. Donnelly stated that following the election, and after the new members are sworn in, 
shortly thereafter, he will call for a TRI BOARD Meeting (Board of Education, Board of Selectmen, and 
Board of Finance).  The Board by consensus, agreed to the same fiscal goals as last year. 
 
Director of Finance – Approval of June 30, 2011 encumbrances 
Ms. Cerrato distributed a revised listing of Year End Encumbrances, General Fund, for June 30, 2011, 
totaling $77,527.99.  She noted that all purchase orders were in place by June 30, 2011.  Mr. Kost moved to 
approve the Year End Encumbrances for June 30, 2011, totaling $77,527.99; Mr. Sangiovanni seconded.  
The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
First Selectman’s Report: 

• Mr. Frenaye reported that the non medical insurance went out to bid with responses from 13 
insurance carriers. By changing the carrier for Disability Insurance and Life Insurance, the Town will 
save approximately $32,000 .  

• Hurricane/Tropical Storm update:  There were not many expenses; no more than $10,000.  Suffield 
was well prepared.  It was a learning experience.  This is the first time we actually used the total 
Emergency Operation Center process and opened a shelter at the High School.  The emergency 
planning in place worked well.  

• Temporary Library in the Town Hall lower level opened this morning.  We opened and are providing 
services. The roof work at the current library should be done by mid December, maybe sooner. The 
Town Hall provides excellent handicap access.   

• Retirements:  The Landfill Superintendent retired, but is currently contracted to  work two days a 
week until the position is filled.  The Accounting Assistant - Payroll retired; we are looking at three 
possible candidates. We hope to fill this position soon. The Parks & Recreation Administrative 
Assistant retired and this position was filled by a Dispatcher; and August 1, Jack Muska retired as 
Director of Public Works, and John Cloonan is our new Director. We are looking to fill the Facilities 
Manager position and to provide some part time clerical support for Mr. Cloonan.    

 
The First Selectman reported a meeting with Hooker & Holcomb, our consultants, to review the investments 
for the Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Trust Fund.  The meeting was also attended by Justin 
Donnelly.  There were some recommendations made by the Advisors to transfer funds from an investment 
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manager that was not performing up to the level expected. Mr. Frenaye will provide the report received from 
the Advisors to the BoF.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary                  BF.MINUTES.Sept.12.11 


