
Minutes of the Suffield Board of Finance Public Hearing on the 2013-14 Budget 
High School Auditorium – 7 p.m. – April 24, 2013 

 
Members of the Board of Finance present: 
Justin Donnelly, Chairman, Joseph Sangiovanni, Ryan Anderson, Chris Childs, Brian 
Kost, alts. Eric Harrington, Peter Boyd      Absent: Scott Lingenfelter 
Director of Finance Deborah Cerrato, Secretary Bobbie C. Kling 
 
Approximately 140 persons attended the Public Hearing 
 
Chairman Justin Donnelly called the Hearing to order at 7:05 p.m. Mr. Donnelly asked 
that we stand for a minute of silence in memory and in honor of those who were killed 
and those injured in Boston massacre, and then the pledge allegiance to the American 
Flag. 
 
He then asked the Secretary, Mrs. Kling to read the published Legal Notice of the 
Hearing as published in the Journal Inquirer.  
 
Mr. Donnelly stated that this is an informational event. We expect to hear your opinions 
about our proposed budget.  He introduced the Board of Finance members, Director of 
Finance and the Secretary.   
 
He noted that he has never seen a fiscal year that is still grounded in terrible uncertainty 
from the State.  Last night, our State representative, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, informed him that Suffield’s revenue will be down at least 
$1,000,000, for this upcoming fiscal year.  This is the latest news.  The Board will meet 
Monday night, April 29, 2013 to take formal action on this budget.  That budget will be 
presented to you all, May 8, 2013 at the Town Budget Meeting.  
 
Mr. Donnelly reported the expenditures, for a total of $51,307,141 (noting that we did not 
think the  insurance figures were in correctly at this time, so we put $600,000 in the 
Contingency Account for action when the BoF had correct figures. We normally put in 
$200,000), now Contingency has a total of $800,000. The State Revenues reported are 
the amounts issued with the Governor’s proposed budget. 
 
There has been concern about the fact that the BoF reduced the Board of Education 
$240,000 budget.  The BoF did not ear mark anything, any line item, what so ever, in the 
Board of Education budget except to reduce the amount if that is our final decision.   
During the budget process, we were given a presentation by the BoE, and at that time 
we asked the Board to inform us specifically about issues that had to do with the 
CHOICE grant. In this fiscal year, ending June 30, the BoE budget showed $130,000 
CHOICE grant, and for the upcoming year they budgeted as presented, $160,000 
CHOICE grant.  As of the start of the fiscal year, the CHOICE grant provided 
information that the State will give the Town of Suffield  $6,000, per student, for 83 
students in the program, the Town BoE, for this fiscal year, received $504,000.  The BoE 
had budgeted $130,000.   That is good news.  That is a plus $370,000 that was not 
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budgeted for and does not appear in the budget. For next year, they budgeted $160,000; 
again, and by the way, these numbers only became apparent after they met with us, and 
unfortunately they could not get to us, because we continued to meet, but everybody was 
away on the Board of Education side, so this information had to be developed by us, and 
the fact of the matter is, the same $504,000 should be available for next year.  The 
Superintendant of Schools has informed the BoF that there might be an additional 20 
students which would bring the total up to approximately $600,000.  In any event, you 
will see that the general expenditures is approximately $54,000,000.   
 
Mr. Donnelly then reviewed the anticipated revenues; he noted that we anticipate using 
$2,600,000 from the fund balance, leaving an estimated  fund balance at 11.7% of the 
budget.  Money to be funded by the taxpayers, is approximately $34,000,000.  The 
proposed budget, at the time the BoF put this together, we were anticipating a small 
reduction in the mill rate by -1.18%.  We do not know if this will be the same, until after 
the Monday night’s BoF meeting.  
 
He noted that the tax payers are paying $34,377,442 or 64% of the budget with property 
taxes.  He explained the new Municipal Reserve Fund, which must have Town Meeting 
approval. This is governed by State Statute and allows for less restricted investment 
options.  The use of such fund must be approved by the Board of Selectmen, Board of 
Finance and Town Meeting.  Mr. Donnelly reviewed the itemized major capital 
expenditures.   
 
I have given you the context of the $240,000 reduction; by the acknowledgement by our 
Board that there were revenues that simply did not appear anywhere in the BoE budget in 
this year’s budget or the proposed budget.  But you have heard why the BoF took the 
action of the reduction. The $504,000 CHOICE grant funding for this year and the same 
amount next year is good news.  That is money that is going to benefit that school system 
and only the school system.   
 
Mr. Donnelly asked for the Suffield Board of Education Presentation.  Ms. Karen 
Baldwin, Superintendent, came forward.  Ms. Baldwin stated that this is the 5th 
consecutive year that the BoE has developed a budget that is less than a 2% increase in 
spending over the previous year.  This proposed budget reflected a 1.89% increase in 
spending.  The BoF is proposing a reduction of $240,000.  Our proposed budget 
supported a full time kindergarten program.  She explained how the proposed budget 
supports improved student learning with the Common Core State Standards and 21st 
Century Skills Implementation.  She reviewed various grants that the Schools do receive 
including the Open Choice program.  The reduction $240,000 will affect the education 
program.  She reviewed the pie chart of expenditures in detail.  The Schools have used 
$100,000 of Open Choice money to conduct a review of the schools’ security system and 
improve the security of all the schools. This budget is directly connected to our Strategic 
Goals and classroom learning.   
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We look at the $240,000 reduction which are grant dollars, and cannot be used to 
supplant local education dollars. This is a responsible budget and that will meet the needs 
of all students.  In summary, we are proud of our work.  Thank you very much.   
Mr. Donnelly will now open up the Hearing for questions;  he asked that each person 
give their name and address and Mr. Fitzgerald will bring the microphone to you. 
 
Approximately 20 persons asked questions regarding the proposed reduction of $240,000, 
by the Board of Finance and the reduction of the proposed full day kindergarten program 
by the Board of Education. 
Questions: 
       *Are the CHOICE funds restricted? 
       *If BoE have access to Town funding? 
       *Asked about the ECS (Education Cost Sharing) grant 
       *Asked about the school salary increases 
       *If $240,000 added back to budget, how much will each resident pay in taxes 
       *What does CHOICE fund pay for? 
       *If CHOICE funds not available, how would the improvement to the security system 
be paid for 
       *Residents/parents want the full day kindergarten program restored 
       *Parents strongly support the full day kindergarten program 
 
Comments: 
       *Praised the BoE for their commitment; nothing is more important than our children 
and their education. The most precious resource is our children.  
       *We have an obligation to give our children a proper foundation – a full day 
kindergarten program is crucial to later development. 
       *We have moved to Suffield for the outstanding school system. 
       * It would be fiscally responsible to restore the $240,000 to the BoE budget. 
       * Parents strongly call for and support the restoration of the $240,000 to the BoE 
budget. 
       * Praised the high quality of the Suffield education system. 
 
Michelle Morey, 21 Cherry Brook Lane, thanked both boards for their efforts.  All of us 
applaud the Board of Education for striving to improve our education system.  She asked 
residents who are going to support the Board of Education budget, please stand. 
Many persons stood. 
 
Comments regarding the First Selectman’s budget 
Tom Frenaye, 489 Warnertown Road,  
Please show the offset by grants for some capital expenditures; some can be reimbursed.  
He is concerned that that Town Engineer is overwhelmed by the work funded by bonding 
on top of the regular pavement management plan.  WPCA (Water Pollution Control 
Authority) has a $2,000,000 budget; there is 1.9 million in undesignated funds; money 
should be earning.  He does not think that the BoF is using enough of the fund balance; 
the taxpayers have already paid the taxes. 
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Mr. Brian Kost, speaking as a private citizen, stated he did not and will not vote for the 
budget that is presented tonight.  He is concerned about the $2,600,000 use of the fund 
balance.  Our grand list is going up only slightly.  He is concerned about the effect this 
will have on next year’s budget. 
 
 
Chairman Donnelly thanked the residents for their questions and their comments. 
He invited them to attend the Board of Finance meeting that is now scheduled next 
Monday April 29, 2013 at the Town Hall at 7 p.m. This meeting will be to finalize the 
budget for FY 13-14 using the comments tonight and the latest State of CT aid for the 
budget. 
 
The new budget will be voted upon at the Town Meeting, Wednesday, May 8, 2013 at the 
Suffield High School. 
 
The Public Hearing was adjourned at 9 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling,     BoF.Budget.Hear.Min.April.24.2013 
REVISED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


