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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING AND 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

OCTOBER 7, 2015 

 

Present: First Selectman Edward G. McAnaney, Joanne Sullivan (arrived at 7:10 p.m.) , 

Brian Fitzgerald, Timothy Reynolds and  Ed Basile. Also attending: Interim Police 

Chief Riello, Fire Commission Chairman Jerry Mahoney, Firefighters Golec and Tyler, 

Town Planner Bill Hawkins, Building Official Ted Flanders, Public Works Director 

John Cloonan, and Chairman of the Permanent Building Commission Joe Sangiovanni. 

 

First Selectman McAnaney called the Public Hearing  to order at 7:03 p.m.  He noted 

that the purpose of the Public Hearing was to discuss the proposed Fire Hydrant Winter 

Maintenance Ordinance. 

 

First Selectman McAnaney noted the receipt of two emails regarding the Public 

Hearing: 

Larry Edwards 651 Bridge Street expressed concern on the enforcement of the 

ordinance. He asked who will enforce and issue fines. He also asked who would clean 

the hydrant if residents don’t. 

Highway Foreman Mark Cervione of 100 Valley View Drive noted in his email that the 

homeowner should be responsible for hydrant cleaning regardless of whether the road is 

under Town, State or private ownership. 

 

Lester Smith of Marbern Drive stated that it is important to clear fire hydrants. He said 

that on December 24, 1983 when the King House had a fire there was not much snow 

but if there had been it would have hampered the fire fighters efforts.  

 

Selectman Basile asked if other ordinances imposed fines and First Selectman 

McAnaney replied that sidewalk maintenance ordinances assess fines. Selectman 

Reynolds noted that Enfield police enforce their sidewalk ordinance. Interim Police 

Chief  Riello noted that his hometown of Pittsfield, MA enforces these ordinances and 

he feels that Suffield officers can be cognizant of the violations and can follow up on 

them. Selectman Fitzgerald asked if we know where all of the hydrants are. Firefighter 

Golec said they are mapped out but homeowners are aware of the exact location of 

hydrants on their properties. Fire Commission Chairman Jerry Mahoney said that the 

penalty is not meant to be a revenue generating mechanism but instead is meant to 

promote the need to have hydrants cleared. Time is critical in an emergency since the 

town relies on many volunteer firefighters. The initial response is from a small number 

of career firefighters who shouldn’t be spending their time on clearing hydrants. 

Chris Childs of 338 South Main suggested that markers be placed on the hydrants for 

sight visibility. Firefighter Tyler noted that the Fire Department tried installing markers 

but residents complained that they were unattractive. He noted they would have helped 

in locating hydrants after the October 2011 snowstorm. First Selectman McAnaney 

suggested that we invest to ensure that fire hydrants can be located easily. 
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With no further comments, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:15 p.m. 

 

The Board of Selectmen meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Approval of the Minutes from the September 16, 2015 Regular Meeting 

Selectman Reynolds made the motion to approve the minutes from the September 16, 

2015 Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen as presented. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Public Comment:    An email was received from Beth Chafetz, President of the Friends 

of the Kent Memorial Library, thanking Public Works and Highway Department 

employees for their assistance moving books for the Library Book Sale. 

 

Chris Childs of 338 South Main Street said he saw the notice in the Journal Inquirer with 

proposed charter changes. He asked if there will be a town wide mailing or how the 

residents can get more information. First Selectman McAnaney noted that the Town 

Clerk has the redlined changes and the explanatory text. The Observer is planning an 

article as well. The Town Website has information posted  too. Lester Smith noted that 

the Observer is trying to get the November edition printed earlier. Selectman Fitzgerald 

pointed out that it is hard to read the text on the ballot. It was noted that including the 

Charter Revision changes in the general election only requires a simple majority to 

approve the questions vs. a special election. 

 

Epilepsy Presentation by Geoff Hoyt and possible vote to declare November as 

Epilepsy Awareness Month. 

Mr. Hoyt thanked the Board for the opportunity to make a presentation.   He lives at 31 

Broadleaf Circle with his family including his daughter Lilly who is 15 years old and 

has epilepsy. He explained that more than 3 million Americans currently live with 

epilepsy, making it the fourth most common neurological condition in the US and more 

prevalent than cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease and autism – 

combined. Mr. Hoyt stated that there is a wide spectrum of affected people.  He has been 

working for the epilepsy foundation for two years  to create awareness for this 

underfunded and under recognized disorder. His daughter Lilly two years ago began 

selling lollipops and launched a fundraiser called “LillyPops. The Sweetest Way to Help 

Lick Epilepsy”. During the first year she raised $750 and last year raised $4,500. They 

are working with DumDums and Tootsie corporations to make LillyPops and sell them 

during the month of November. He would like Suffield to take part in Epilepsy 

Awareness during November by putting up purple ribbons to give attention, awareness 

and funding that the condition deserves. The Selectmen asked questions about medicine 

and treatment options and Mr. Hoyt noted that each treatment is as unique as a 

thumbprint.  

 

The Selectmen thanked Mr. Hoyt for his moving presentation. Selectman Sullivan made 

the motion to declare the month of November as Epilepsy Awareness Month in the 

Town of Suffield which was approved unanimously (5-0 in favor). 
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Approve the purchase of 2015 Chevrolet Equinox by Mini Bus Department and 

recommend to the Board of Finance. 

Mini Bus Coordinator Denise Winiarski sent a memo requesting approval to trade in the 

2008 Grand Marquis for a 2015 Chevrolet Equinox. She noted that a reduced price was 

available since the purchase would be part of a larger procurement with North Central 

Health.  The retail price was $27,145.00 and the final cost to the Suffield Mini Bus 

Reserve Fund will be $21,105.00. 

 

Selectman Fitzgerald made the motion to approve the purchase of 2015 Chevrolet 

Equinox by Mini Bus Department and recommend to the Board of Finance. Vote 5-0 in 

favor. 

 

Approve a submission of an application to the 2015/16 Open Space and Watershed 

Land Acquisition Grant Program. 

Town Planner Bill Hawkins was in attendance and had previously provided a memo to 

the Selectmen. Mr. Hawkins noted that the Connecticut Department of Energy & 

Environmental Protection (DEEP) has announced a grant round for its Open Space and 

Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program. Applications are due February 2nd and he 

is recommending applying for a grant to help fund the purchase of a conservation 

easement on a 32 acre farm located off Boston Neck Road. He was seeking 

authorization to submit the grant application to DEEP.  The property has access through 

a 50 foot wide access strip located off Wisteria Lane. Under the DEEP program, DEEP 

would fund 50% of the fair market value of the property and the Town would fund the 

remaining 50%. The subject property is adjacent to subdivision open space which 

connects with Town owned open space totaling over 280 acres stretching all the way to 

East Street South. This property is strategically placed given the surrounding residential 

development over the last 10 years. Without town intervention the property could be 

developed with a yield of up to 15 homes. The Town’s Open Space Plan calls for the 

assemblage of large tracts of continuous open space for a corridor or greenbelt which 

this application would do. 

Mr. Hawkins outlined the financial impact if the Town was awarded the grant. Two 

appraisals are required to be completed as part of the application. Based on the most 

recent appraisals for the purchase of development rights, the highest value for a 

conservation easement has been $11,600 per acre; whereas, the average is around 

$10,300 per acre. At the $11,600 per acre value, the total purchase price for the 

development rights would be $348,000 with the Town share being $174,000. At the 

$10,300 per acre value, the total purchase for the development rights would be $309,000 

with the Town share being $154,500. 

 

First Selectman McAnaney noted that the grant is similar to purchase of development 

Rights program with a difference being that the land will be accessible to the public. 

Selectman Fitzgerald pointed out that the Town share is only 25% for purchase of 

development rights. Mr. Hawkins pointed out that this is a competitive grant and the 

town has about $844,000 in the open space account. 
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Selectman Reynolds  made a motion that  the Board of Selectmen approves the 

submission of an application to the 2015/16 Open Space and Watershed Land 

Acquisition Grant Program where the Town share to purchase a conservation easement 

on the 32+/-acre Lefcheck Farm located off Wisteria Lane would be 50% of the 

appraised conservation easement value. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Discuss Public Hearing input and possible vote on changes to Fire Hydrant Winter 

Maintenance Ordinance. 

First Selectman McAnaney solicited feedback from the Selectmen based on the results 

of the Public Hearing regarding the Fire Hydrant Winter Maintenance ordinance. He 

agreed that the ordinance was not meant to be a funding source and also said the town 

should look into marking the hydrants. Selectman Fitzgerald said since the ordinance 

includes a fine there should be an appeal process. The Selectmen agreed to add a 

sentence stating that “Appeals of any fine will made to the Board of Selectmen within 

thirty days”. Selectman Reynolds made a motion to approve the Fire Hydrant Winter 

Maintenance ordinance as amended by the additional sentence for an appeal process. 

Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Send the Fire Hydrant Winter Maintenance Ordinance to Town Meeting for 

approval. 

Selectman Basile made the motion to send the Fire Hydrant Winter Maintenance 

Ordinance to the next scheduled Town Meeting for approval. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Discussion and possible adoption of  Policy of Zero Tolerance for Violence in the 

Workplace 

Selectman Basile asked the source of the policy.  He assumed it would have come from 

the Connecticut Council of Municipalities or another town. He asked if the town made 

any changes that would materially affect it. First Selectman McAnaney said that he 

would like to table the item to the next meeting to get answers to Selectman Basile’s 

questions. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

 

Reappointment of Edward Flanders as the Building Official through October 31, 

2019. 

 

This item was moved up in the agenda. Mr. Flanders term expires on October 31, 2015. 

Selectman Sullivan made a motion to reappoint Edward Flanders as the Building 

Official effective November 1, 2015 through Oct 31, 2019.  Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

 

Approve $500,000 transfer from the Unassigned fund balance to the Kent 

Memorial Library Combined Renovation and Entrance Project for additional 

hazardous material removal costs. 
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Public Works Director John Cloonan had provided the Selectmen with a request and 

backup information previously. Permanent Build Commission (PBC) Chairman Joe 

Sangiovanni was also in attendance to discuss the item. 

 

Mr. Cloonan thanked his assistant Linda Zaffetti for her efforts in gathering the data. He 

reported that there is a budget shortfall of $405,199.34 and a need for an additional 20% 

contingency of $81,039.87.  Mr. Sangiovanni said that polychlorinated biphenyls 

(PCBs) are in the building since they were used in the 1960s and 1970s. They need to be 

removed or encapsulated and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must approve 

the plan. The building cannot be used until the EPA has determined it is safe for 

inhabitants. Once approved, air quality samples will need to be taken periodically to 

ensure the building is within standards.   

The $486,239.21 request includes additional remediation costs, contract change orders, 

costs for extended rental charges for the temporary library space and contractor assessed 

penalty costs due to the delay of the project. 

 

Selectman Fitzgerald asked if it is possible that the cost could exceed $500,000 since he 

does not want to go to the electorate twice for their approval. Mr. Sangiovanni said they 

initially submitted a remediation plan to the EPA which came back a few weeks ago 

with multiple pages of comments and requests to test and analyze more samples. An 

updated plan was resubmitted and they are awaiting the results. The PBC is expecting 

the project to be substantially completed by mid-January. 

 

Selectman Basile made the motion to approve a $500,000 transfer from the Unassigned 

Fund Balance to the Kent Memorial Library Combined Renovation and Entrance Project 

for additional costs and further that this motion supersedes the prior transfer motion 

dated September 16, 2015. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Send the resolution to transfer $500,000 from the Unassigned Fund balance to the 

Kent Memorial Library Combined Renovation and Entrance Project to a Town 

Meeting subject to approval by the Board of Finance. 

 

Selectman Reynolds made the motion to send the resolution to transfer $500,000 from 

the Unassigned Fund balance to the Kent Memorial Library Combined Renovation and 

Entrance Project to a Town Meeting on Thursday, October 22, 2015 subject to approval 

by the Board of Finance. Vote 5 - 0 in favor. 

 

Call Town Meeting for Thursday, October 22, 2015. This item was removed from the 

agenda since it was redundant based on the previous motion. 

 

Lessee Resolution for two 2016 International 7400 SFA 4X2 (SA525) Six Wheel 

trucks for the Highway Department. 

First Selectman McAnaney explained that the Highway Department is procuring 2 6 

wheel trucks through a lease to purchase process. This was approved as part of the 2015-

16 budget at an annual cost of $33,852 per vehicle for the next five years. Selectman 
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Reynolds made the motion to approve the lessee resolution for two 2016 International 

7400 SFA 4X2 (SA525) Six Wheel trucks for the Highway Department as presented in 

the packet. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Discussion on Bid and Purchase Policy amendments 

 

First Selectman McAnaney explained that the Board of Finance had asked for a 

comparison of the proposed Town policy and the Board of Education and Water 

Pollution Control Authority Bid and Purchase policies. All three policies were included 

in the Selectmen packets for their consideration. Selectman Basile asked what other 

Towns and the State policies looked like. Selectman Fitzgerald asked if the First 

Selectman recommended this policy change and Mr. McAnaney replied that he was in 

agreement. 

Two different levels are being proposed one for Public Works type projects and one for 

other departmental purchases. The Selectmen discussed the proposed changes and 

modified the wording related to contracted services to professional services. Selectman 

Reynolds made a motion to approve the Bid and Purchase policy as discussed and 

present it to the Board of Finance. The Selectmen’s office will prepare a red lined 

version showing the proposed changes to send to the Board of Finance. Vote 5-0 in 

favor. 

 

Appointment of Scott Tobey to Parks & Recreation Commission though 6/30/16 to 

complete the term of William Clark who resigned. 

 

Selectman Reynolds made the motion to appoint Scott Tobey to Parks & Recreation 

Commission though 6/30/16 to complete the term of William Clark who resigned. Mr. 

Tobey was recommended by the Republican Town Committee. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Selectmen’s Update 

a. $95,000 Settlement for Fire Pump Litigation Expenditure 

First Selectman McAnaney stated that the Town has reached a settlement with 

the architectural firm and the engineering firm on the fire pump project and will 

be receiving $95,000.00. 

 

Selectman Reynolds moved to adjourn and by unanimous vote the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Trase 

Recording Secretary 


