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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

    NOVEMBER 18, 2015 

 

Present: First Selectman Melissa M. Mack, Timothy Reynolds, Joanne Sullivan, 

Krystal Holmes and Mel Chafetz. Also in attendance were Economic Development 

Director Patrick McMahon, Human Resource Director Katherine Christopher and 

Attorney Joe Flynn. First Selectman Mack called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Approval of the Minutes from the November 4, 2015 Regular Meeting  

Selectman Reynolds made the motion to approve the minutes from the November 4, 

2015 Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Public Comment:     
Warren Packard of 2 Oxford Drive welcomed the newly elected officials and the entire 

new Board of Selectmen and conveyed his hopes that they have two good years of 

working together. 

 

Consider approval of contract with CS Landscape Design and Construction, Inc. 

for the purchase of 2.631 acres of industrial land, lot 11-2 on the corner of East 

Street and Bennett Road and send to Town Meeting. 

 

According to the Town’s Conflict of Interest policy, Selectman Chafetz recused himself 

from the discussion since he is a customer of CS Landscape Design and Construction 

Inc. 

 

First Selectman Mack explained that at their last meeting the Board of Selectman 

authorized the former First Selectman to enter a contract for the sale of the land subject 

to approval by the new Board of Selectmen. The executed Purchase and Sale contract 

was included in the Selectmen’s packet. 

 

Economic Development Director Patrick McMahon provided the Selectmen with a map 

of the lot that was donated to the Town by a developer. He explained that Lee Corbert, 

the owner of CS Landscape Design and Construction, Inc. currently has a business at 

Ffyler Place and is a Suffield resident.  Mr. Corbert proposes building a 3,530 square 

foot facility on the property with space for a possible future expansion of 1,370 square 

feet. Mr. Corbert has submitted an application to Zoning & Planning and Conservation. 

Commission approvals of the site plan are contingencies in the Purchase and Sale 

agreement that was drafted and executed by the former First Selectman. Town Meeting 

approval is needed to sell property. Attorney Flynn noted that intent of the charter is not 

to approve the sale at Town Meeting until all contingencies are met. There was 

consensus that sending the matter to a Town meeting would be premature. 

First Selectman Mack suggested that Zoning and Planning hold a special meeting to 

accelerate Mr. Corbert’s process to enable him to do construction before the ground 

freezes. The Selectmen agreed to not take action at this time.  
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Selectman Chafetz rejoined the meeting. 

 

Consider authorization of the grant of a standard gas distribution easement to 

Eversource Energy for Ffyler Place and send to a Town Meeting. 

Attorney Flynn is representing the Town on this matter and explained that the Town 

owns the eastern portion of Ffyler Place and Laureno Enterprises owns the western 

portion. There is a pre-existing Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) easement and an 

existing gas pipe on the western side of Ffyler Place owned by Mr. Laureno. The 

expansion of the gas line is completely on Laureno property. Eversource bought out 

CL&P and would like to rectify the recorded easement. Their standard easement form 

would require an easement across Town owned property to allow for future repair of the 

existing aged pipe. The purpose of the gas line is to bring gas service to the gym 

business tenant in the rear of Mr. Laureno’s property. Mr. Laureno’s attorney is working 

with Eversource to modify their easement to include only access to Mr. Laureno’s 

property. If this change is agreed to, there is no need for an easement across Town land 

and no need for a Town Meeting. Attorney Flynn suggested that sending to a Town 

meeting is premature if an agreement can be reached between Mr. Laureno and 

Eversource. Mr. McMahon noted that the gym business tenant needs a heating source. 

First Selectman Mack noted that is a landlord/tenant issue that Mr. Laureno needs to 

address. It was agreed to take no action at this time to allow continued discussion 

between Mr. Laureno and Eversource. 

 

Selectman Reynolds made a motion to table agenda items #3 (Consider approval of 

contract with CS Landscape Design and Construction, Inc. for the purchase of 2.631 

acres of industrial land, lot 11-2 on the corner of East Street and Bennett Road and send 

to Town Meeting), #4 (Consider authorization of the grant of a standard gas distribution 

easement to Eversource Energy for Ffyler Place and send to a Town Meeting) and #5 

(Call a Town Meeting for Wednesday, December 9, 2015 at Suffield Middle School at 

7:00 p.m.). Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Reappointment of the following members of the Library Commission effective 

12/1/15 through 11/30/19 : Michael Alexopoulos; Muriel “Sam” Coatti; Joan 

Greenfield; Bruce Rietberg; Robert White and Rebecca Fuller.  

 

Selectman Chafetz moved to reappoint the following members of the Library 

Commission effective 12/1/15 through 11/30/19: Michael Alexopoulos; Muriel “Sam” 

Coatti; Joan Greenfield; Bruce Rietberg; Robert White and Rebecca Fuller. It was 

confirmed that all members were contacted and did agree to be reappointed. 

Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

First Organizational Meeting of the Board of Selectmen 

 

a. Adoption of Rules of Procedure 

Selectman Chafetz made a motion that the Board of Selectmen adopts Roberts 

Rules of Order as amended by the Town Charter which require certain things 
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such as three affirmative votes to pass any motion. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

First Selectman Mack reminded the Board of Selectmen that there is no 

requirement for a second to be made on any motion of the Board of Selectmen 

per Town Charter. 

Selectmen Holmes made a motion to designate that Selectman Reynolds be 

appointed as the acting officer on behalf of the First Selectman in her absence. 

Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

b. Process for Calling Special Meetings 

Selectmen Sullivan made a motion that any Special Meetings of the Board of 

Selectmen will be called by the First Selectman after notice to the Board of 

Selectmen and appropriate 24 hour advance posting. Furthermore Public 

Comment will be included in the Special Meeting Agenda and only those items 

listed on the agenda can be acted on at a Special Meeting. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

 

c. Meeting Schedule for 2016 Board of Selectmen Meetings 

First Selectman Mack noted that the remaining meetings for 2015 will be held on 

December 2
nd

 at 7:00 p.m. and on December 16
th

 at 5:00 p.m.  

 

First Selectmen Mack suggested not setting the 2016 meeting schedule until she 

can speak to the Police Commission chair about trying to reschedule meetings to 

avoid meeting time conflicts. If the Police Commission prefers to keep their 

meetings on the third Wednesday of the month perhaps changing the Board of 

Selectmen meeting time can resolve the issue. Selectmen Reynolds noted that if 

the Selectmen have different starting times there may be confusion for the 

public. Selectman Holmes noted that more people can probably attend the 

meetings at 7:00 p.m. and agreed with the possibility of confusion over different 

meeting times. 

 

d. Designated signer of checks 

First Selectman Mack made a motion to designate herself, Selectman Chafetz 

and Town Treasurer Christine Davidson as the designated signatories on checks 

for the Town. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Appointments to Boards and Commissions: 

 

First Selectman Mack made a motion, which was unanimously approved, to 

designate the following Selectmen to serve as the ex-officio member with voice 

and no vote per the Town Charter to the following Boards & Commissions:  

Selectman Holmes to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Conservation 

Commission  
Selectman Chafetz to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Board of  

Education  
Selectman Sullivan to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Fire  
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Commission  
Selectman Sullivan to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Social Services 

Commission  
 Selectman Reynolds to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Zoning &  

Planning Commission  
Selectman Chafetz to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Library  

Commission.  

Selectman Sullivan to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Water  

Pollution Control Authority 

Selectman Holmes to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Advisory  

Commission on Capital Expenditures 

Selectman Reynolds to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Historic  

District Commission 
Selectman Holmes to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Parks and  

Recreation Commission 

Selectman Sullivan to be the First Selectman’s designee to the Housing  

Authority. 

 

First Selectman Mack intends to attend as the ex-officio member of the  

Economic Development Commission, Police Commission, Board of Finance,  

Heritage Commission and Permanent Building Commission. 
 

It was noted that this designation allows the representative to speak at the 

meeting but with no voting privileges. First Selectman Mack suggests that the 

Selectmen be more visible and present at meetings. Selectman Reynolds noted 

that attendance hasn’t previously been mandatory. First Selectman Mack 

encouraged the Selectmen to take a more active role at their discretion. 

 

e. Authorize the First Selectman to approve tax rebates up to $1,000 per 

individual rebate. 

 

Selectman Chafetz made a motion to authorize the First Selectman to approve 

tax rebates up to $1,000 per individual rebate. This will allow small refunds to be 

processed between Board of Selectmen meetings. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Selectmen’s Update 

 

First Selectman Mack noted that it was Day Two of her term. She held two staff 

meetings on her first day to meet employees and to tell them about her open and 

accountable style. She stressed the need for training and noted that performance 

evaluations will be done in the future.  

Ms. Mack noted that Streaming Video is in process with a grant from the Capitol Region 

Council of Governments (CRCOG) and expects it to be ready in January. She noted that 

on November 12
th

, Congamond Lake Environment Protection Organization (CLEPO) 

won their appeal and the special permit for the Cannon Sand pit was deemed invalid. 
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Zoning and Planning withdrew their text amendment for changes to the Earth removal 

process which made the public in attendance happy. 

Attorney Flynn was successful in representing the Town in the Glynn case with a bench 

decision in the Town’s favor. This was regarding an alleged promise for paving on High 

Street many years ago. 

First Selectman Mack attended the Senior Center Thanksgiving lunch with 100 others. 

Selectman Chafetz noted that there is a wonderful Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at the 

Second Baptist Church on Sunday, November 22nd at 4:00 p.m. 

 

It was also noted that the Suffield High School Girls Soccer team will be competing in 

the State tournament this weekend. 

 

Selectman Chafetz made the motion to enter Executive Session to discuss a Personnel 

Matter.  Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Executive Session convened at 5:55 p.m. and ended at 6:26 p.m. with Board of 

Selectmen members and Human Resource Director Katherine Christopher in attendance.   

 

Selectman Reynolds made the motion to go back into Executive Session to discuss a 

Personnel Matter. Vote 5-0 in favor. 

 

Executive Session convened at 6:27 p.m. and ended at 6:41 p.m. with only Board of 

Selectmen members in attendance.   

 

Public Comment 

 

Bruce Rietberg of 12 Devine Road welcomed the new Board of Selectmen. 

 

Selectman Reynolds moved to adjourn and by unanimous vote the meeting was 

adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 

The next Board of Selectmen Meeting will be Wednesday, December 2, 2015. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Trase 

Recording Secretary 


