
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
 BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

October 20, 2010 
  
Present: First Selectman Tom Frenaye, Eileen Moncrief, Joanne Sullivan, Brian 
Fitzgerald and Timothy Reynolds. Mr. Frenaye called the regular meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m. on October 20, 2010 in the lower level conference room.  
 
Minutes: Selectman Moncrief made a motion to approve the Minutes of October 6, 2010. 
The motion was approved by unanimous vote.   
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
Agenda Change: 
Selectman Reynolds made a motion to move item 5 on the agenda to item 3. The motion 
was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Bradley Airport Development Zone: 
Economic Development Director, Patrick McMahon was before the Selectmen asking for 
approval of the Inter-municipal Agreement for the new Bradley Airport Development 
Zone. The State Department of Economic and Community Development is requesting 
Suffield, East Granby, Windsor and Windsor Locks to adopt this Agreement regarding 
marketing and development of the Zone (hereinafter BADZ). A business qualifies for tax 
incentives if it acquires an idle facility or constructs, renovates or expands one and uses 
the facility for specified uses. Eligible uses include: Manufacturing; performing R&D 
directly related to manufacturing; significantly servicing, overhauling or rebuilding 
machinery and equipment for industrial uses. Warehousing and motor freight distribution 
uses qualify for the incentives, but only if they handle goods shipped by air.  Business 
services, including information technology, also qualify for incentives if the DECD 
commissioner determines they depend upon or relate directly to the airport. Newly 
constructed, renovated or expanded facilities qualify for an exemption which equals 80% 
of improvement’s assessed value for five years. Businesses that qualify for property tax 
exemptions also qualify for a 10 year tax credit. The credit equals 25% of the tax. The 
BADZ should have a net benefit to the town through new business development. The 
Town would received half of the exemption back from the State each year.  
 
Selectman Reynolds made a motion that the Board of Selectmen authorize the First 
Selectman to enter into and execute the Inter Municipal Agreement for the creation, 
marketing and promotion and development of the Bradley Airport Development Zone. 
Furthermore, that the Board of Selectmen approve of the zone boundaries for Suffield as 
shown on the attached Map. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Mr. Frenaye said the Municipal Agreement  needs to designate a Development Zone 
Co-ordinator who he believes will be Patrick McMahon. 
 



 
Discussion on Bonding: 
Richard Thivierge of William Blair & Company, the Town’s Financial Advisor,  
distributed materials to the Selectmen for their review. Mr. Thivierge said we are at  
historic lows for interest rates as far as municipal bonds are concerned.   
 
Suffield is AA rated. For those municipalities with AA and AAA ratings, interest rates 
are extremely good. Regardless of the number of years we decide to go with, it will still 
be at historically low rates.   
 
Suffield’s total outstanding debt level is less than a million and three quarters which is 
extremely low. Normal criteria for a AA rated Town, would be to retire 50% of our debt  
within 10 years. Right now, within 10 years, Suffield will be out of debt if nothing else is 
bonded.  We look for debt service being below 10% of our general fund expenditures.  
Suffield has some needs, but when a debt gets so low, we need to ask ourselves what 
capital expenditures the Town will need to do. There is a great interest rate environment 
to do these projects now. Also, construction bids are extremely competitive now and are 
coming in with extremely low bids. The Town is also down very low in terms of its 
outstanding debt. If people say we cannot afford to do it, the question is can we afford to 
do it later when interest rates go up?  Three reasons the Town should do a Bond issue is:  
1) we are low in our debt 
2) interest is low 
3) cost of construction is low as bids will be very aggressive 
 
Selectmen Reynolds said the Bonding Committee is looking into some projects that will 
need to be done which range anywhere from $5 to $10 million in total. Some of those 
projects will be the Roads, Library, Fire Trucks, Town Hall improvements and Bridge 
Street School. The thought is to put all of these into one bond issue, to be passed by the 
town at a referendum.  
 
Once the Referendum is approved, it will take about 3 months to complete the process.  
In summary if there are capital needs that the town must address, now is a great time to 
do it in terms of interest rates.  
 
The Selectmen thanked Mr. Thivierge for coming and told him there will be a Public 
Forum held to address this topic and listen to residents concerns. 
 
Set Public Forum Date on Capital Projects: 
Selectman Reynolds made a motion to set a Public Forum on Capital Projects for 
Tuesday, November 30, 2010 at the Suffield High School auditorium at 7 p.m. The 
motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
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Central CT Solid Waste Authority: 



Mr. Frenaye met last week with CCSWA in Wethersfield. Suffield will have to decide on 
where to contract with for MSW disposal in 2011. The Town is currently expending 
$400,000 a year to CRRA in Hartford for disposal of curbside trash pickup. Suffield has 
joined with 21 other Towns to form the CCSWA as a way to evaluate disposal options. 
The group is working towards a formal Request for Proposal and RFP for quotes Suffield 
portion of cost for this plus some administrative and operation expenses is estimated to 
be $15,454.78. 
 
Mr. Frenaye asked for the Selectmen’s approval to continue to support the efforts of 
CCSWA.   
 
Selectman Reynolds made the following Resolution which was approved by unanimous 
vote: 
Whereas, municipalities constituting the Central Connecticut Solid Waste Authority 
(CCSWA) have been researching solutions for long-term solid waste disposal when their 
contracts with the Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority expire in 2012; and  
Whereas, 21 municipalities have joined efforts to find long term solid waste disposal 
solutions; and 
Whereas, the Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) and CCSWA have a 
service agreement for administrative, legal and technical assistance to CCSWA at hourly 
rates dated July 21, 2010; and 
Whereas, the Capitol Region Council of Governments has provided an estimate of costs 
to perform a solid waste disposal procurement and for operational expenses for the 
authority for FY 2011; and 
Whereas the town’s contribution towards this procurement and general operations is 
estimated at: $17,000. 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Town does hereby approve $17,000 as a “not-to-
exceed” expense for solid waste disposal procurement and operational activities of the 
Central Connecticut Solid Waste Authority during the July 2, 2010 to June 30, 2011 
fiscal year, with expenses to be billed as they are incurred on a monthly basis by the 
Capitol Region Council of Governments. 
 
Appointments: 
Selectman Sullivan made a motion to appoint Marie Renee Pacewicz as full member to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the vacancy of William Somerville through 
November 2012. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Selectman Reynolds made a motion to reappoint Guy Boccasile and Ron Rookey to the 
Public Works Commission through November of 2014. The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote. 
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Selectman’s Updates: 



Flu Vaccine Clinic is scheduled for October 28th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center Health Fair.  
 
Mr. Frenaye reported that at the recent CRCOG Policy Board meeting they reported 
working on a regional approach for alternatives to CL&P for electricity and offer it to 
town residents at a slight discount per kilowatt hour. They are going out to bid to 
companies.  
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Adjournment:  
There being no further business to come before the Selectmen, Selectman Sullivan made 
a motion to adjourn. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Christine Koren, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING:  November 3, 2010 @ 7 p.m. 
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