
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
 BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

February 16, 2011 
  
Present: First Selectman Thomas Frenaye, Eileen Moncrief, Brian Fitzgerald, Timothy 
Reynolds and Joanne Sullivan.  Mr. Frenaye called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. on February 16, 2011 in the lower level conference room.  
 
Minutes: Selectman Moncrief made a motion to approve the Minutes of the special 
meeting of February 9, 2011.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote.   
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 
Annual Report for 2009-2010: 
 Selectman Moncrief made a motion to officially open the Public Hearing on the 2009-
2010 Annual Report. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
Mr. Frenaye said copies will be available on the Town’s Web Site. Printed copies will be 
available once the final corrections have been made to the document. The Selectmen will 
continue to receive input from the public during the next 15 days.  The acceptance of the 
Report will be voted on at the next Selectmen’s meeting on March 2nd. 
 
Discussion on Capital Projects time line: 
The Board of Finance started to consider the Capital Projects for bonding at its meeting 
of February 14th meeting, but held up approving the Resolutions. The Finance Board is  
currently working on a draft document in which the three major Boards in town agree to 
limit their annual budget increases to no more than 3% increase for the next three or four 
years. Selectman Fitzgerald was upset that this is going to hold things up. Mr. Frenaye 
this idea came from when the Town bonded for the new high school, and there was an 
agreement which was not written at that time, asking the Boards to limit their operating 
budget for several years. Selectman Fitzgerald asked if the Board of Finance is being 
held up mostly because of the Library? If it is should the Board ask the Board of Finance 
to move the other three projects along. Mr. Frenaye said the Finance Board was worried 
about what the Governor was going to do with the aid to the Towns.  Mr. Frenaye said if 
the Board of Finance moves these projects along, we still have time to send this to Town 
Meeting in early March.  
 
Tax Rebates: 
Selectman Fitzgerald made a motion to approve the following Tax Rebates, which 
motion was approved by unanimous vote: 
 
Teresa M. Grimaldi or Susan Fisher   $    104.47 
Gregorio M. Padilla               $4,166.89 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Christopher P. Ellis               $     13.70 
Farm Credit Leasing Services              $1,758.24 
Kathleen J. Hood    $     14.77 
Patrick M. O’Sullivan                          $       4.03 
 
Re-Appointments: 
Heritage Committee: 
Selectman Moncrief made a motion to reappoint the following individuals to the Heritage 
Committee through January 2013:  William Hansen, Janet Banks, Ray Wilcox, Roger 
Ives, and William Moncrief. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Public Works Commission: 
Selectman Moncrief made a motion to reappoint Steven Stoll to the Public Works 
Commission through November 2014.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Selectman’s Updates: 
Governor Malloy’s Budget: The Governor made his speech at noon time today and 
stated that aid to municipalities would not significantly change. COST (Council of Small 
Towns), CCM (Conn. Conference of Municipalities & CRCOG (Capital Region Council 
of Governments) generated a summary of their views on the Governor’s Budget. Our 
Finance Director looked at the expectations for revenue and looked like very little change 
for Suffield, including the PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) funding.  
 
Snow Removal Costs: 
The snow removal budget is nearly depleted. Mr. Frenaye wanted to look at the current 
budget because there is a good reason to worry that we will not have enough money in 
the contingency line item to deal with the extra costs this winter. We are $17,000 over in 
the Over Time Budget line item. This budget will be closely watched from week to week. 
However, other budgets, like the Landfill, are under budget by nearly $40,000 because 
less volume is being taken to the Hartford burn plant. Also, the town has left open the 
hiring in the IT Department which has saved some money there also.  
 
Budget Review meetings: 
Mr. Frenaye reported that he has met with about 2/3 of the department heads to go over 
their budgets for next year. There is nothing big in terms of changes or additions to the 
budget.  Selectman Fitzgerald wants to come in with a flat budget. However, fuel and 
health insurance costs are going up.  
 
Central CT Solid Waste Authority:  
Mr. Frenaye and Selectman Fitzgerald attended another meeting of the CCSWA in 
Wethersfield today. This group of Towns are working together to get a better deal with  
 
 



CRRA (CT Resource Recovery Authority) on trash disposal fees. He said that they put 
out a Request For Quotes. There were 8-10 responses, with about 3 which were complete.  
 
The next step is to grade them in terms of services the towns may need.  A subcommittee 
will evaluate each of the proposals and in two weeks they will meet again and talk about 
the results. Their goal is to have the price worked out by April 1st, so town’s can prepare 
their budgets. CRRA has set a date of July 1, 2011 for renewing the contract, although 
Suffield’s doesn’t actually expire until November 2012. 
 
Teen Safety Driving: 
Mr. Frenaye has attended meetings with the school superintendent, school social worker, 
police officers, and the Police Commission Chairman to talk about teen safety issues. 
Some students are not taking seriously enough the issue of safe driving. This group is 
discussing things and ideas that can be done within the town to help with education and 
enforcement. The Schools are taking the lead on this, but the Selectmen have also been 
involved in the discussions. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
Executive Session: 
Selectman Fitzgerald made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss Union 
Negotiations. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. The Selectmen went into 
session at 7:53 p.m.  Human Resource Director, Joyce Feeney was invited to the 
Executive Session. 
 
Selectman Fitzgerald made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:49 p.m. The 
motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Selectman Fitzgerald made the following motion: To approve the collective Bargaining 
Agreement between the Town of Suffield and the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, Local 559, Town Hall Union as recommended by the negotiating team 
submitted on January 10, 2011 through mediation.  The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Adjournment: 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Selectman Reynolds made a 
motion to adjourn. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. The meeting adjourned 
at 8:50 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
     Christine Koren, Recording Secretary 
 


