
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
 BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

December 21, 2011 
  
Present: First Selectman Edward G. McAnaney, Eileen Moncrief, Timothy Reynolds, 
Joanne Sullivan, and Brian Fitzgerald. Mr. McAnaney called the regular meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. on December 21, 2011, in the Suffield Ambulance Building, 205 Bridge 
Street.  
 

Also present from the public: Don Miner, John Zavisza, Gary Paganelli, Linda 
Stevenson, Ken Pascoe, Matt Joyal, Fire Chief Tom Bellmore, Capt. Craig 
Huntley and Chief Michael Manzi.  

 
Minutes: 
Selectman Moncrief made a motion to approve the Minutes of December 7, 2011, with an 
amendment to page 2 to fifth paragraph to read: “…by the First Selectman and his 
designee”.  The motion with amendment as approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Public Comment:  
Ruth and Charlie Fields of Suffield Hardware were concerned about the proposal of 
eliminating two police officer’s positions. They feel the community needs a strong police 
presence. Her concerned focused around the fact that her Hardware Store on Mountain 
Road was broken into last week. 
 
Appointments to Boards & Commissions: 
Mr. McAnaney made a motion, which motion was unanimously approved, to appoint the 
following Selectmen as a representative to the following Boards & Commissions: 
 
Selectman Sullivan to be an ex-officio member of the Conservation Commission” 
 
Selectman Fitzgerald to be an ex-officio member of the Board of Education” 
 
Selectman Sullivan to be an ex-officio member of the Fire Commission” 
 
Selectman Moncrief to be an ex-officio member of the Library Commission” 
 
Selectman Reynolds to be an ex-officio member of the Parks & Recreation Commission” 
 
Selectman Fitzgerald to be an ex-officio member of the Permanent Building Commission” 
 
Selectman Reynolds to be an ex-officio member of the Public Works Commission” 
 
Selectman Moncrief  to be an ex-officio member of the Social Services Commission; 
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230C Mountain Road Lease: 
Mr. McAnaney reported that he is presently negotiating a renewal to the Lease at 230C 
Mountain Road with Elzear Roy’s attorney, Joseph W. Flynn.  He is attempting to renew 
the Lease for one year instead of another five-year renewal.  The Board had previously 
given the First Selectman the authority to negotiate and enter into a Lease for 230C 
Mountain road. 
 
Reduction in Police Officers from 20 to 18: 
This matter was tabled from the last meeting. Mr. McAnaney made a motion to take this 
matter off the table and open it for further discussion. The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Chief Manzi had given the Selectmen his recommendation in a memo dated December 
18, 2011 which justified his opinion for maintaining a competent staffing level for his 
department. He said if the Selectmen still wish to reduce the manpower, then he strongly 
suggested only one officer at this time, which would be a total savings of approximately 
$52,777. He said he can still meet the expectations of providing professional police 
services without compromising the safety of the community.  A short discussion on the 
matter ensued, but the Selectmen felt a compromise in the overall reduction of officers 
from two positions to one was reasonable at this time. 
 
Mr. McAnaney made a motion to amend his previous motion and reduce the number of 
sworn officers from 20 to 19.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Appointments: 
Selectman Fitzgerald made a motion to appoint Lynda Montefusco as an alternate 
member to the Economic Development Commission to fill the vacancy of Ed McAnaney 
through June 2012. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Tax Rebates: 
Selectman Fitzgerald made a motion to approve the following tax rebates: 
Joseph M. Tyman          $149.91 
Honda Lease Trust        $  33.76 
The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Selectman’s Update: 
Sale of Surplus Equipment: Chief Bellmore was present and was asking approval to sell 
surplus fire department radio equipment which have been taken out of service and 
replaced with new radios. The Colebrook Center Volunteer Fire Department has 
expressed an interest to purchase the used radios and pay up to $200 per radio.  
 
 
 
 
Page 3 



 
 
Selectman Fitzgerald made a motion to authorize the First Selectman to approve the sale 
of surplus radio equipment to the Colebrook Fire Department for a price of up to $200 
per radio, or to be determined by the First Selectman.  The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Library Roof Update: The Roof repair is nearly complete. Interior painting is about 
75% complete. There is still flooring and window installations which need to be done. 
The move back into the Library is now scheduled for late February. 
 
RFP for Town Attorney: 
The RFP for the town attorney position is ongoing.  Proposals are due back on December 
28th.  There are several firms which have expressed an interest. The Proposals will be 
evaluated by the First Selectman and will be brought to the Selectmen at a later date. The 
Town Attorney’s duties will cover the needs for all town departments. 
 
Adjournment: 
There being no further business to come before the Selectmen a motion to adjourn was 
made by Selectman Fitzgerald and approved by unanimous vote. The meeting adjourned 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
     Christine Koren, Recording Secretary 
 
 
Next Meeting: January 4, 2012 @ 7 p.m., Suffield Volunteer Ambulance Building 
 
  


