
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING OF OCTOBER 28, 2008 
 

PRESENT:    Arthur Christian, Chairman 
     Thomas Heffernan, Secretary  
     Jack Leahey 
     Raymond Wilcox 
ALTERNATES:   Andy Krar 
     Keith Golembiewski 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Robin Newton 
 
CONSULTANT:   Keith L. Morris 
 
ABSENT:    Glenn Neilson, Vice Chairman 
     Bob Roberts 
 
 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER-7:00 P.M. 
Chairman Art Christian called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Andy Krar was 
appointed voting rights for Bob Roberts and Keith Golembiewski was appointed voting 
rights for Glenn Neilson.  
 
II. SUNRISE PARK SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 
Thomas Drakeley reported to the Commission the status of the park. Mr.  Drakeley 
informed the Commission that the speed bumps will be removed in a couple weeks to 
allow for plowing.  Two bridges in the area of Lincoln Pond have been removed due to 
rot damage.  Mr. Drakeley will look to replace one of the bridges; however the other 
bridge area is really on overflow area and there is no need for a bridge in that area. 
 
The water level of the pond has been lowered for the winter season.   
Mr. Drakeley reported that Stony Brook Park was mowed by someone. A member of the 
public, Kevin Stiles stated that Steve Madden who lives across the street from the park 
has been mowing the area.  Chairman Christian asked that a thank you letter be sent. 
 
Finally, Chairman Christian stated he would like to set up a time for a house inspection 
and asked Mr. Drakeley to come up with a time that would work for the inspection to be 
completed. 
 
III. EAGLE SCOUT PRESENTATION 
Derek Stiles of Troop 260 presented a plan to the Commission to build 5 picnic benches 
to be placed in the camping area at Sunrise Park.  Mr. Stiles provided a drawing of how 
the benches are to be built, pictures of where the benches will be placed and a listing of 
the donations that were provided for the project. 
 
The Commission asked what type of wood was being used for the benches.  Mr. Stiles 
responded that he believed it was spruce. 
 



Raymond Wilcox made a motion to approve the Eagle Scout project for the construction 
of 5 benches for Sunrise Park as presented.  It is requested that Mr. Stiles work with the 
Park Superintendent on the final location of the tables at the park.  Jack Leahey 
seconded the motion which was made and carried unanimously. 
 
IV. PLAN ACCEPTANCE 
 A.  Permit #1533-Briarwood Homes-Office Building with Associated Parking-228 

Mountain Road.  This property is located on the north side of Mountain Road 
nearest intersection being Hill Street. Assessor’s Map #24H, Block 30, Lot #131. 

 
The secretary explained that the plan was for a new commercial building to be located in 
front of the Bright Horizons Daycare Center.  There are no wetlands involved with this 
application.  The application is complete for acceptance. 
With no further comment, Raymond Wilcox made a motion to accept the plan of 
Briarwood Homes for the construction of a Commercial Building on Mountain Road.  
Andy Krar seconded the motion which was made and carried unanimously. 
 
V. DECISIONS 
 A.  Permit #1527-Daniel Carnevale-10 Lot Subdivision to be served by Sanitary 

Sewer and Public Water-Thompsonville Road.  Assessor’s Map #75H, Block #45, 
Lot #121.  This property is located on the south side of Thompsonville Road 
nearest intersection being East Street North. 
 

The Commission reviewed the materials that were submitted and discussed the plans 
and comments that were made during the public hearing process.  Some of the major 
concerns discussed were: 

 Possible restrictions on the lots with wetlands included within the lot lines.  
These lots include Lots 2, 3 & 5. 

 Trees being removed behind Lots 5, 6 & 7 be marked as to ensure that 
no abutter’s trees are removed during the tree clearing process. 

 Recommend to Zoning and Planning the possibility of tree replanting 
behind these lots. 

 Recommend to Zoning and Planning the possibility of fencing in the 
drainage swale area for the protection of future residents. 

 Maintenance schedule for the drainage swale area. 
With no further discussion, Raymond Wilcox made a motion to approve the application 
of Daniel Carnevale for the construction of a 10 lot subdivision to be served by public 
water and sewer with the following conditions: 
1-10) Suffield Conservation Commission Stipulations 1-10 shall apply. 
11) A preconstruction meeting shall take place prior to the start of any construction 
 on this site. 
12) The applicant is to post the approval letter on the front cover of the plans. 
13) Any disturbed areas which are not vegetated for a period of longer than 14 days 
 shall be stabilized with hay mulch with special attention given to the swale areas. 
14) The applicant shall hire a Soil and Erosion Control firm for all phases of 
 construction.  The hired consultant shall submit bi-weekly reports the 
 Conservation Commission. 
15) Lots 2, 3 & 5 shall come back to the Commission for final plot plan approval and 
 the plans shall show some form of permanent protection for the wetland areas on 
 these lots. 
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This property is located on the south side of Fairhill Lane nearest intersection 
being Randall Drive.  Assessor’s Map #50H, Block # 40, Lot #71. 
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Blossom Street.  This property is located on the east side of Blossom Street 
nearest intersection being Russell Avenue.  Assessor’s Map #30H, Block #29
Lot #122. 



The Conservation Consultant, Keith Morris, stated that there is some minor work being 
completed in the upland review area but that there are no wetland impacts associated 
with this application.  There is a North Central Health District approval letter on file for 
this application.  Mr. Morris recommended that the application be approved with the 
standard conditions. 
With no further comment, Raymond Wilcox made a motion to approve the application of 
Kathleen Matthess for a single family home on Blossom Street in a Declaratory Ruling 
with the following conditions: 
1-10) The Suffield Conservation Stipulations 1-10 shall apply. 
 
Thomas Heffernan seconded the motion which was made and carried unanimously. 
 
VI. CONSULTANT’S REPORT 
Mr. Morris reported that Ms. Underhill has requested to meet with the Commission 
concerning the wetland violation on Mapleton Avenue.  The Commission stated she 
could be placed on the next agenda. 
 
Mr. Morris reported that on the South Stone Street complaint we were waiting to speak 
with the property owner in order to access the property to view any possible violations. 
 
At this time Raymond Wilcox made a motion to start a regulation review and update to 
include information on tree cutting/timber harvesting on properties with wetlands as 
shown on the Town Map, stump removal regulations and the use of placards in the 
wetland areas.  Thomas Heffernan seconded the motion which was made and carried 
unanimously. 
 
VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 14, 2008 
Raymond Wilcox made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Thomas Heffernan 
seconded the motion which was made and carried unanimously. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Raymond Wilcox made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Jack Leahey seconded the 
motion which was made and carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 
p.m. 
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