
 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING OF JUNE 22, 2010 
 
 

PRESENT:    Art Christian, Chairman 
Glenn Neilson, Vice Chairman 
Norman John Noble 
Tom Heffernan 
Brian Casinghino 

 
ALTERNATES:   Andy Krar 
 
CONSULTANT:   Keith Morris 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER-7:00 P.M. 
 

Chairman Art Christian called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Consultant Keith 
Morris read the agenda.  Chairman Christian stated that Commissioner Andy Krar 
will be a voting member in place of Commissioner Bob Roberts. 
 
PARKS SUPERINTENDENT: 
 
Parks superintendent Tom Drakeley went over his report with the Commission.  
Several trees came down during the last storm.  He is trying to contact public works 
to remove a damaged tree near the horseshoe pits.  Chairman Christian asked if day 
camp has started.  Mr. Drakeley stated it will start Monday and that all of the 
necessary sani cans have been delivered to the park.  The water level in the pond is 
down.  Chairman Christian explained that the plug that was put in has been sucked 
into the pipe and may be lodged against the valve.  There may be a break in the 
pipe.  The Commission will revisit this issue. 
 
The Park and Recreation Department has purchased a new swimming dock to 
replace the old one.  A discussion followed on helping with the Eagle Scout project 
by purchasing some of the windows needed for the pavilion.  Commissioner 
Neilson again made the Commission aware of the new lead law which must be 
addressed.  After discussion, Chairman Christian will contact building inspector 
Ted Flanders and Public Works Director Jack Munska. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INFORMAL DISCUSSION: 
 
Roesberg Property – Mapleton Avenue. 
 
Architect Biff Schechinger was present with real estate agent Roland Dowd to 
briefly describe their plans for the Roesberg property at 785 Mapleton Avenue.  The 
parcel consists of 19.8 acres and with the Planned Development Apartment (PDA) 
zone, is considered one lot on which they are proposing fifteen units.  There will be 
strict controls on property usage, plowing, etc.  The plan calls for a community 
green where people can meet and visit the manmade pond which is being proposed.  
A wetland crossing with the road is being proposed resulting in approximately 
3,000 square feet of wetland alteration which shall be mitigated for by the proposed 
pond and plantings. 
 
Commissioner Neilson stated his concerns on drainage and its potential affect on 
downstream properties.  He mentioned several downstream developments that 
involved drainage issues.  Mr. Schechinger briefly went over his their initial plans 
for drainage.  Engineer Skip Alford is doing the engineer work. 
 
Several Commissioners voiced their concerns over the cul de sac area and the steep 
slopes and units that are being proposed right on the 50’ upland review boundary.  
Chairman Christian stated that soil and erosion controls will be very important with 
this project.  Commissioner Heffernan suggested a berm downgrade of the pump 
station to help contain any surface flow in the event of a failure. 
 
Roland Dowd briefly addressed the Commission.  He stated this will be a multi 
generational community where grandparents can live next to grandkids and enjoy 
the land together.  Mr. Dowd thanked the Commission for its input. 
 
Chairman Christian made it clear that this was an informal discussion and that no 
decisions have been made regarding the proposal. 
 
PLAN ACCEPTANCE: 
 
Permit # 1552 – Wetland Map Amendment – Schechinger – Mapleton Ave. 
(Roesberg Property).  Assessor’s Map 51H, Block 42, Lot 23.  This property is 
located at 785 Mapleton Ave. 
 
Consultant Keith Morris presented the plan for a wetland map amendment at 785 
Mapleton Ave., the old Roesberg farm, and stated the application is complete and 
the filing fee has been paid.  Mr. Morris has already sent the information to State 
Soil Scientist David Askew for his review.  Mr. Morris will also send all of the 
necessary information regarding the legal notice and abutter notification to the 
applicant.  Mr. Morris suggested that the public hearing be set for Tuesday, July 27, 
2010, at 7:30 P.M. 
 



After a brief discussion, Commissioner Neilson made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Noble, to accept the application and set the public hearing for 
Tuesday, July 27, 2010, at 7:30 P.M.  The motion was made and carried 
unanimously.  
 
DECISION: 
 
Permit # 1551 – Reed – Farm Road Repair – 1723 Mountain Road – Assessor’s 
map 15, Block 19, Parcel 3.  The property is located on the south side of 
Mountain Road, nearest intersection being South Stone Street. 
 
Consultant Keith Morris presented this application which is for an after the fact 
permit for installation of culverts to improve an existing farm road crossing.  Mr. 
Morris stated that Town Engineer Gerry Turbet has reviewed the application for 
drainage concerns and his memo is attached.  Overall, Mr. Turbet did not have any 
issues with the drainage, stating that any water backed up during a storm event 
would remain on the applicant’s property and not affect any abutters. 
 
After a brief discussion, Commissioner Neilson made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Heffernan, to approve the application of Kathleen Reed, as a permitted use as per 
Section 4.a of the regulations.  This road is to be used for farming purposes only.  
The motion was made and carried unanimously. 
 
The property is located on the south side of Mountain Road, the nearest intersection 
being South Stone Street.  Assessor’s Map # 15, Block # 19, Lot # 3 in West 
Suffield, Connecticut.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None 
 
CONSULTANT’S REPORT 
 
Consultant Keith Morris updated the Commission on a telephone conversation he 
had with Kevin Stiles regarding Malec Farms.  Mr. Stiles was unhappy the 
Commission was not able to help him.  Mr. Morris explained to him that there was 
nothing under the Commission’s jurisdiction and that it was between him and 
Malec Farms.  Additionally, the Commission members that did visit the site did not 
see any problems with drainage and the installation of the vegetative berm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JUNE 8, 2010 
 

Mr. Krar made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Noble seconded the 
motion which was made and carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mr. Casinghino made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Heffernan and was made and carried unanimously.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Tom Heffernan 
 


