
Minutes of the Economic Development Commission 
April 16, 2009 – Town Hall – 8:30 a.m. 

 
 
Members present: Howard Orr Jr., Charles Alfano Jr., Roger Tracy, Russ Cobb, Susan Thorner, alt. Lynda 
Montefusco     Absent: B. Banak 
Also present: EDC Director Patrick McMahon 
 
Chairman Howard Orr called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Minutes – Mr. Alfano moved to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2009 meeting; Ms. Thorner seconded.  
The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Road Update – Mr. McMahon reported that the DOT is requiring a more extensive pavement of the cross 
cuts on Rt. 75; this will be more costly, but funds are available. 
The pavement will be done when the ground temperature is 50 degrees. 
 
Utility Feasibility Study – A RFP for the study of the feasibility to extend sewer/water lines to serve more 
industrial area was placed.  There were 4 responses; and an engineering company has been chosen.   
 
Bradley Airport Development Zone – Legislation is ongoing to reorganize the BDL Board of Directors, and 
to look at the feasibility of creating an Enterprise Zone which would be comprised of East Granby, Windsor 
Locks, Windsor, and Suffield.  This zone if created would offer different tax incentives, the goal being to 
attract more industries.  Any possible legislation which would create such a Zone is being carefully 
monitored by Suffield. 
 
Plan of Conservation and Development – Mr. McMahon distributed a three page report of EDC input for the 
POCD.  This was reviewed by the EDC.   
 
Mr. McMahon reported that the Town will file a Small Cities grant application for sidewalks and 32 water 
heaters for the Suffield Housing Authority, total $125,000.   
 
Senior Center update – The Capital Campaign is ongoing; raised to date, $35,000.  The Town has selected 
Schoenhardt Architects of Tariffville for the design of the center. 
 
Preservation Efforts – Both the Board of Selectmen and Finance have approved the purchase of development 
rights of 165 +/- acres, land between Phelps and Quarry Roads in West Suffield.  The Town’s share will be 
$600,000.  The total cost, both the Town and the State, is $2 million dollars.  This will go to Town Meeting 
next. 
 
It was noted that the budget request ($500,000) for funding for Open Space has been reduced by the Board of 
Finance, to $150,000.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary      EDC.MINUTES.APRIL.16.09 



  
 


