
Minutes of the Suffield Economic Development Commission 
March 20, 2008 – Town Hall – 8:30 a.m. 

 
Members present: Howard Orr Jr., Roger Tracy, Russ Cobb, alt. Lynda Montefusco 
Absent: C. Alfano, Jr., Susan Thorner, Brian Banak 
Also present: First Selectman Scott Lingenfelter, EDC Director Patrick McMahon 
Guests: Jim McShane, Gary Mandirola 
 
Chairman Howard Orr Jr., called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. 
The Chairman accorded voting rights to Ms. Montefusco for the absent Mr. Alfano. 
Minutes – By unanimous vote, the minutes of the Feb. 21, 2008 were approved. 
 
First Selectman’s Report – Mr. Lingenfelter noted the Town was still negotiating with the Calvary Church 
officials, seeking an extension of the Purchase and Sale agreement.  The Town will re-apply to Small Cities 
again ($750,000) for the funding of the purchase of the Calvary Church by May 31. He noted that the Zoning 
& Planning Commission Public Hearing for CTBiodiesel has been postponed from March 20 to April 10, 
2008 in the High School at 7 p.m.  The Board of Selectmen has been discussing the feasibility of rolling the 
curbside pick up fee into the mill rate.  Mr. Lingenfelter does not favor this as it would be unfair to condos 
and the business community.  Mr. Lingenfelter left the meeting after his report. 
 
Public Input – Jim McShane, KML Director, and Gary Mandirola, Chairman of the last KML Study 
Committee were present.  Mr. Mandirola reviewed the process of consideration of the Study Committee; the 
committee had first decided to add on to the existing building.  But as further investigation and studies 
revealed; it simply was not cost effective nor did it provide sufficient expansion of the Library. The decision 
was to take down the existing Library building and build anew on the same site.  The proposed building will 
provide approximately 26,000 square feet of usable space.   Mr. McShane displayed the interior floor plans, 
and explained the site plan and the parking space that would be available.  Mr. Mandirola noted that the 
Library Building Committee, chaired by Joseph Sangiovanni, had been to the Board of Finance, and the 
Board of Finance had formed a bonding task force to examine and propose the most appropriate way to fund 
the new construction.  Mr. Mandirola explained to the EDC that businesses would be able to have training 
meetings, etc. in the public rooms in the new Library at no cost.  The business community would be well 
served by having new available meeting space.  The meeting rooms have separate entrances, and a meeting 
of any kind, would not be confined to the operation time schedule of the library.   Mr. Orr thanked Mr. 
McShane and Mr. Mandirola for attending the meeting. 
 
Industrial Roadway update – Mr. McMahon noted that the survey is complete.  Soil borings are being 
taken.  Work continues on the design and it is hoped that the project would go to bid in late spring. 
Director’s Report – Director Patrick McMahon stated that the Town is negotiating with the Calvary 
officials and the Town will re-apply to Small Cities by May 31 for the same grant $750,000 for the purchase 
of Calvary Church.  The EDC budget was reviewed by the Board of Finance.  The budget was flat; no 
payroll increase was included as the First Selectman will recommend salaries for all non union personnel.  
He reported that the Ag Council is preparing a brochure featuring Suffield farms that are open to the Public.  
He noted that the Board of Finance had not approved a grant application (STEAP) to fund studies, etc. to 
move the existing Highway Garage from Ffyler Place.   However, the Town will proceed with a Phase I 
Environmental Study and an appraisal. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary to the EDC                      edc.m.MARCH.20.08 



 
 
 


