
Minutes of the Suffield Economic Development Commission 
Special Meeting – Feb. 24, 2011 

Town Hall Conference Room – 8:30 a.m. 
 
 

Members present: Howard Orr, Susan Thorner, Roger Tracy, Caroline D’Otreppe, 
Alt. Ed McAnaney  Absent: Gloria Smith, Brian Banak 
Also present First Selectmen Tom Frenaye and EDC Director Patrick McMahon, Linda 
Montefusco 
 
Chairman Howard Orr called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Voting rights were 
accorded to Mr. McAnaney for the absent Ms. Smith.   
Minutes – Ms. Thorner moved to approve the minutes of the Jan. 20, 2011 EDC meeting; 
the motion was seconded.   The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Chairman Orr reviewed the four capital projects as recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen in some detail.  It was noted that each project would be voted on separately both 
at a Town Meeting, and if approved at Town Meeting, each project would also be voted on 
separately by Referendum vote.  If one project was defeated at Town Meeting, the project 
would not be on the Referendum ballot.  The Board of Finance has not voted on the 
bonding yet; the Board is working on a memorandum of understanding between the Board 
of Education, Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance to limit the percentage of 
increase in operating budgets.  The BoF will meet Feb. 28.  After discussion, the EDC 
noted it was a good bonding issue to go to a Town Meeting, and would urge residents to 
attend the Town Meeting set tentatively for March 8.  The First Selectman answered 
questions and explained the details in the bonding process.  
 
Route 75- PDIP Area – Mr. McMahon noted that the Arcor Laser Services building is 
almost complete.  He has presented to ACCE, a request to fund design work for the sewer 
and water extensions down Rt. 75.    
 
Town Center Initiatives – Mr. McMahon has presented to ACCE a request ($125,000) for 
funding for the reconstruction of Ffyler Place road, which will be designed to meet Town 
Road requirements.   He stated that the Bissell Inn is on the Monday, Feb. 28 Zoning and 
Planning Commission meeting agenda to discuss the specifications of the windows.   
 
Grant Initiatives – The Suffield Housing Authority will begin installing 24 new water 
heaters, which are funded by a CDBG grant. 
 
BDL Update – Mr. McMahon reported that the work is ongoing to update the website.  A 
Build-Out Analysis for the BDL Town has begun.  He commented on the Governor’s 
proposal to privatize the operation of the Bradley International Airport.   
 
Director’s Report – Mr. McMahon noted that the Agri-Science project is moving forward.  
It is anticipated that bids for the construction may go out in March or April.  First 
Selectman Frenaye reported that one barn on the Town property (Cannon property) was 



damaged by ice and snow.  Mr. McMahon stated that Babylon has applied for an 
expansion of its business to include municipal waste; Windsor Locks does not support this 
request.  The DEP will make the decision, both Windsor Locks and Suffield will be 
affected, Windsor Locks more so.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary   EDC.MIN.FEB.24.2011 
 
 


