
Minutes of The Heritage Committee 
Dec. 20, 2011  - Town Hall – 7 p.m. 

 
 
Members present: 
William Hansen, Jack Quinn, Ray Wilcox, Chet Kuras, Roger Ives 
Absent: M.Winne, W. Moncrief, A. Magid 
Also present: Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary 
 
Chairman William Hansen called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
Citizen Comment: None 
Minutes of the Nov. 15, 2011 meeting:  Mr. Hansen moved to approve the minutes of the 
Nov. 15 meeting; Mr. Quinn seconded.  The minutes were approved. 
 
Open Space/Farm Preservation subcommittee update:  The Town closed on the Griffin 
land (purchase of development rights) of 165 acres.  There was a formal ceremony with 
State and Town officials and the new owner, at the West Suffield site.  Farming will 
continue on this 165 acre parcel.    One acre of land was donated to the Town to serve as 
a parking lot for the walking trail. The Committee commended Mr. Wilcox who was 
awarded for his efforts to preserve farmland in Suffield.   The Agri-Science School 
students placed wreathes on all the “Preserved Farmland” signs in Suffield.   
 
Commercial subcommittee update:  Jack Quinn reported that there are no zoning 
regulations regarding “video vending” machines.  He talked to the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer and the bottom line is that there are no zoning regulations.  Mr. Quinn noted his 
concerns, the esthetics and the traffic congestion i.e. parking in the Fire Lane.  Perhaps 
CVS could turn and shield the front of the vending machine.  It is a safety hazard when 
cars using the vending machine park in the Fire Lane.  Zoning Enforcement Officer 
James Taylor stated he would consult the Fire Marshal, and the two of them would look 
into the issue; it is a safety issue when cars park in the Fire Lane.   
 
Mr. Quinn reported that the Mr. Taylor, the ZEO, had on Nov. 30, written a letter to all 
property owners in the Town Center Village District, which said, 
 “Dear Property Owner, There has been an ongoing problem concerning the initiation of 
signs by business owners and by businesses in buildings located in the Town Center 
Village District without first seeking approval of the Town Center Village District  
Design Review Board and obtaining a sign permit from the Building Department. This 
Office is requesting your cooperation to ensure that the tenants are noticed and informed 
of their obligation to comply with Town Zoning Regulations prior to opening a business.  
Property owners are also advised that any modification to the exterior of a building 
located within the TCVD is subject to Design Review Board approval.”   
This is a positive step toward getting the cooperation with owners and tenants regarding 
signage and other changes that may be made to exterior of buildings and of the required 
approval procedures.  Mr. Quinn has managed to get some commercial trucks delivering 
to the Plaza not to park in the Fire Lane. His efforts have the consent of the owner of the 
Plaza.  Mr. Quinn will continue to monitor this situation.   



 
Signage: 
Mr. Hansen stated that there is a need for a clear definition of the “grandfather” clause.  It 
is not clear in the Zoning Regulations.  The Zoning and Planning Commission should 
perhaps clarify and be more specific in their definition of “grandfather” clause.  The 
Committee discussed this issue at length.   
 
Conservation Commission: Mr. Wilcox updated the Committee of recent actions. 
Zoning and Planning Commission: Mr. Kuras reported the recent approval by the 
Commission of an 18 apartment building on Boston Neck Road.   A proposal of a 7 lot 
development on South Main St. will be on the January agenda of the Z & P Commission 
Meeting. 
 
Mr. Quinn reported an email from the Town Planner, Bill Hawkins, notifying the Town 
that the State Bond Commission has approved of $5,000,000 funding for the purchase of 
development rights i.e. farm preservation program.  It is hoped that Suffield can continue 
to have funds budgeted in the municipal budget to partner with the State and Federal 
programs for land preservation.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary 
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