
MINUTES OF THE 
PERMANENT BUILDILNG COMMISSION 

September 16, 2010 
 

Present: Chairman Joe Sangiovanni, Gene Torone, Cathie Ellithorpe, Kevin Goff and Bill 
Gozzo. Absent: Glenn Neilson.  Also present was First Selectman, Tom Frenaye,  School 
Business Administrator Ed Basile, Fire Marshal Mike Thibedeau. From the Vo-Ag: Rick Jensen, 
Kevin Sullivan, Robert Borg, Beth D’Agata, Chris Childs, Rory Ronan of Kohler Ronan 
Consulting Engineers, DPW Director Jack Muska, Facilities Manager John Cloonan. 
 
Call to Order: Chairman Sangiovanni called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Sept.  16, 2010, 
at the Public Works Offices at 230C Mountain Road.  
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
Minutes: Minutes of September 2, 2010 tabled.  
 
Oak Park Architects Schematic Design Presentation: 
Mr. Sangiovanni looked through the document and wanted to comment on a number of things in 
the document.  
 
Parking/Walkways: A sloped path of 45% does meet ADA requirements. Some pathways are 
paved, others are gravel for the animals to walk on.  Prior to filing an official application with 
Inland/Wetland’s, know exactly what the grading will be around the slopes.  
 
Utilities: Adequate water pressure will provided for by a fire pump system at the existing building 
and extended to the Large Animal Facilities. Mr. Sangiovanni said that this is premature because 
it hasn’t been determined if a fire pump is needed yet for this facility. Oak Park said we need a 
fire pump based on the flow test information. The proposed improvement of replacing the 8” line 
to a 12 “ line will only improve the volume of water, not pressure. We need 56 pounds of 
pressure and we only have 42, based on 600 gpm.  Mr. Sangiovanni said he would like to see 
their calculations to be convinced that we absolutely need a fire pump. Oak Park said they would 
be happy to supply them.   
 
Acreage/Land Development:  The paved path will extend to the existing unpaved driveway on the 
adjacent property.  
 
Structure: It was asked why  Shiplap Wood chosen? Oak Park indicated that it is a South 
American hard wood material which is durable with no maintenance required. It was chosen for 
certain aesthetic features, being that it will gray-out to look more like a barn. 
 
Aluminum Windows: This is a curtain wall system with  inset operable windows inside.  
 
Interior Animal Housing:  Pre-fabricated 10x12 stalls supplied by owner. What is the source of 
funding for the stalls? Mr. Basile said the equipment budget within the overall project.  It is 
coming out of the overall budget for the project, but not out of the budget which was set for Oak 
Park for the building. 
 
General Conditions: All applicable codes and standards. Are they all acceptable to SFU?  



Oak Park said their design team has put through multiple projects through SFU.  
 
HVAC: What is the efficiency of the Units? Oak Park said that this particular building with the 
funding source and the time that it was achieved, we are not required to meet high performance 
building standards or LEED. There has been a desire to attempt to do that and still stay within the 
budget. This will be a challenge to do that. Therefore, a specific unit has not been selected yet.  
 
Fire Alarm: We ran into a problem with the High School were all the ADA regulations were not 
satisfied for the fire alarm system. Strobe lights and horns are now being requested in the closets. 
When the High School was built, SFU was not as proficient about adhering us to the requirements 
of the Code, but since then, they have become much more efficient and make their own 
interpretations of the Code and are more stringent than what you would normally fine. So when 
an Audit is done, you find aggressive solutions.  
 
Water conserving fixtures and electronic control fixtures for water use reduction and rainwater 
harvesting. The alternates are Solar tubes for domestic water heating which all be on the roof.  
 
Site Improvements: Storm drainage will includes culverts. Significantly reduced the amount of 
paving from 30 cars and eliminated a full ring road. Conduit will be run to have a continuation of 
lights down the pathway.  
 
The entire building flooring will be an epoxy finish on top of concrete in the demonstration room. 
There are trench drains that run diagonally across the entire area and then trench drains in the 
animal areas. There is a 50x50 cube on each side, one is animal housing pens and the 3-bay 
garage area on the other side. Overhead doors for storage of a trailer and a small bus.  
 
There will be a pitched metal standing seam roof. The roof plan was reviewed. The animal area is 
going to be fairly dark, so there was some discussion regarding possibly installing skylights.  
 
The exterior of the building will be a similar material, a jumbo brick. To reduce costs, they plan 
on doing more architectural character and introduce some pre-cast.  
 
There is no security system planned.  
 
There was discussion regarding the pathways, what will be paved and what will be processed 
stone. The area being paved was favored so emergency vehicles can access the area.  
 
In closing Oak Park emphasized that they have designed this building to have sprinklers which 
will require adequate water pressure. At this point, the design professionals say that we need 
greater water pressure than we now have. If this building is built and there is no fire pump, Oak 
Park said we cannot occupy it.  Oak Park wanted to make that claern to everyone as we progress 
ahead with the project.  Mr. Sangiovanni said we are occupying the High School which is a 
bigger building and we have no fire pump. 
 
Mr. Sangiovanni asked what is the next step then? It goes to SFU after more of the revisions to 
the design is made by Oak Park. The civil engineer have a lot of calculations they are crunching 
on and will refine them into a final package because they still have to go to Conservation and 
obtain complete approval from them and then come back to the PBC with a final set documents 
which need to be approved before going to SFU. 
 



Oak Park said he will forward the information on the sprinkler system from their engineer to the 
PBC.  
 
High School Civil Rights Audit: 
Mr. Neilson wrote to JCJ and had no response yet from them.  Mr. Basile said a quote to upgrade 
the fire alarm and other corrections is being worked on.  A lot of items were negotiated out 
through working with Chris Laux, fixed some trivial items and the Town took care of other items. 
The items still pending are design deficiencies and fire alarm issues.  These are the big ticket 
items.  The PBC asked for Larry Plano to be present at the next PBC meeting.  
 
Mr. Sangiovanni said that if JCJ doesn’t respond, we may wish to put them on notice through the 
town attorney. Mr. Basile said that if we need a design professional to do the extra work, it would 
be nice if JCJ offered to do that.  Also ACCE will be looking at this for funding in the next 
budget. Therefore, we need good cost estimates.  
 
Mr. Sangiovanni informed the PBC that Justin Donnelly told him that when  First Selectman 
Elaine Sarsynski was in office, she indemnified JCJ from any further action from the Town in the 
future, if they agreed to fix the problems with the concrete floor and anchor bolts.   
 
 
Library Roof Repairs: 
The consensus is to close the Library during construction. Jack Muska got prices of moving the 
Library to Laureno property for $5,000/month for 4,000 sq.ft., or the Suffield Village space left 
from the Senior Center could be used for about $4,000/month. Estimates for moving books from 
the rear book area into controlled storage and then back would be about $4,000 - $5,000.  Costs 
for plastic and shrink wrap of the remaining books, has not yet been determined. About another 
$25,000 would be needed to cover rental fees and moving the book. This does not include any 
computer or utility hookups. 
Mr. Frenaye suggested just closing the Library.  Mr. Sangiovanni suggested also doing other 
work while if the building is closed, such as re-doing the glass windows, the HVAC system, 
electrical and the wiring. Mr. Sangiovanni wants to get an estimate for this work and bring it to 
ACCE to see if it is something the town wants to consider. Mr. Frenaye said it has already been 
put into ACCE. Maintenance repairs won’t trigger ADA renovations. Jim McShane asked Ted 
Flanders that if they removed the partitions which create the alcoves would it trigger ADA and 
Ted replied no.  
 
Mr. Frenaye said he would like to present a Bonding Package to the Board of Finance by the end 
of the year which may include some part of what is needed at the Library. Having good estimates 
would be an essential piece.  Mr. Sangiovanni wants to hire an architect to do the design and 
asked Mr. Frenaye if there was any funding for it.  
 
Mr. Sangiovanni asked for the go ahead and explore hiring an architect and draw up an RFP to 
redesign the windows, HVAC and electrical including the lighting, and any flooring interior and 
exterior.  
 
Invoices:  
Ms. EDO 42 forms needed to be approved and signed by the PBC for the replacement of the 
Middle and McAlister school roof projects which need to go to the State after the Board of Ed, 
Fire Marshal, Building Inspector and Health Official have approved.  
 



Cathie Ellithorpe made a motion, seconded by Kevin Goff to approve the EDO 42 forms for the 
replacement of the school roof projects. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Spaulding School Flooring: 
Cathie Ellithorpe made a motion, seconded by Gene Torone, to approve the two invoices  for Oak 
Park totaling  $5,000 for the design work. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Cathie Ellithorpe made a motion, seconded by Kevin Goff, to approve the Fuss & O’Neil invoice 
for $6,238.50 and the other invoice for $1,905.00 for monitoring.  The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Gene Torone made a motion, seconded by Cathie Ellithorpe, to approve the Oak Park Architects 
invoices for the Agri-Science Building for the 100% completion of the schematic design for 
$39,900.00. 
 
Cathie Ellithorpe made a motion, seconded by Gene Torone, to approve the Silver/Petrucelli 
$820.00 for completion of construction documents for the Library roof. 
The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Kevin Goff made a motion, seconded by Gene Torone, to approve the payment of 
Silver/Petrucelli for 75% progress payment on Specs, drawings and bid documents for the 
McAlister and Middle School Roofs for $2375.00. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Adjournment:   A motion was made and seconded and approved by unanimous vote. The 
meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
    Christine Koren, Recording Secretary 
    Transcribed by Tape Recording 
  
NEXT MEETING :  October 7, 2010.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


