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Suffield Police Commission 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting, February 17, 2010 

 
The regular meeting of the Suffield Police Commission was held on Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 
Suffield Police Headquarters, 911 Mountain Road, Suffield, Ct.   
 
Present were:  Chairman Don Miner, Commissioners Peter Hill, Gary Paganelli, John Zavisza, Linda 
Stevenson and Matt Joyal.  Also present were Chief Michael Manzi, Officer Peter Osowiecki, Officer 
Jeremy DePietro and Recording Secretary Karen McKown. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by Mr. Miner. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mr. Miner briefly went over the correspondence.  He read:  
 

 A note from Sally Peters, (384 So. Main St) thanking Officer Osowiecki for his concern regarding 
her son’s skateboarding in CVS parking lot, 

 
 To Chief Manzi from Dispatcher Millie Webster, thanking Officers DePietro, Osowiecki, Fuller 

and Justin Nelson and Dispatcher Bourque for their professionalism and care during her recent 
medical emergency. 

     
 To Suffield Police and Suffield Police Commission, from Mrs. Statia (Joe) Zaczynski, thanking 

both for their thoughtfulness during the time of her husband passing. 
 

 To Chief Manzi from Officer Stacey Forish of Manchester Police thanking him for allowing Officer 
Osowiecki to assist her in there most recent R.A.D. class. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
None 
 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY MEETING 
 
Ms. Stevenson suggested that all of Public Input from the January meeting (page 1, last ¶, and page 2, 1st ¶,) 
replace with “Mr. Jon and Mrs. Kathleen Kores, of Suffield spoke at this time about an ongoing concern 
they have. 
 
Mr. Miner said change “Former Explorer Geoff Miner”, (in page 1, ¶2 & page 5, 1st ¶,) to Explorer Geoff 
Miner.  Also, under correspondence, 1st bullet point, strike the name of the citizen who wrote the note.   
 
Ms. Stevenson motioned to accept the minutes as amended, Mr. Hill seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS   
 
Mr. Hill motioned to accept, with Ms. Stevenson seconding, all of the department reports as presented 
except the Chief’s, barring any Commissioner’s questions or comments.  
 
Financial-   Chief said current budget O.K.  He then distributed a spreadsheet that showed where all training 
money had gone during this fiscal year. 
 
D.B.   Detective Sargent is working on a case of theft, where the value of items taken may exceed 1 million 
dollars.  The Chief would not discuss this case further, as it is still under investigation. 
 
There was no other discussion of items under department reports.   Mr. Miner called for a vote on the 
dept reports motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT   
 

Chief Manzi’s full report is attached to these minutes. 
 
He spoke about a case Sgt. Brown is working on a motor vehicle theft case, in conjunction with several 
agencies in Massachusetts which may solve multiple thefts in our town. 
 
He also spoke about a theft of tires case Officer Lord and Officer DePietro are working on.  We currently 
have a vehicle in impound that is tied to this case and an arrest warrant is expected shortly. 
 
Discussion was held on the problem of taking evidence from a crime scene that belonged to the victim, 
rather than the criminal,  that denies the victim the use of the item.  This is the law, and Chief Manzi said he 
has had a problem with this for a number of years, claiming it victimizes the victim twice.  
 
Included in the commission packet is a draft of a department general order regarding new state laws 
concerning juveniles.  The law is a little “fuzzy” still, and there are requests to have it printed in terms that 
are more understandable.  In two years from now, the language will be changing again making anyone who 
has not reached the age of 18 will be considered a juvenile.  Suffield is lucky in that there is not a lot of 
juvenile crime, plus Suffield has a Juvenile Review Board that can handle non serious infractions.  Officers 
Sargent and Antrum will be attending a training session regarding the new juvenile laws. 
 
End of Chief’s report. 
***************** 
REVIEW OF OFF-DUTY RATES:   
 
This item was tabled at the last commission meeting.  Since then, Mr. Zavisza has been doing a survey of 
several nearby towns, regarding what they are charging per officer, per hour to work a private off-duty job, 
as well as the cost per hour for the use of a cruiser.  A lot of discussion was held on this, and though the 
commissioners agreed that a new rate must be set, the subject was tabled until the next month’s meeting, 
after a further study of additional costs per hour are obtained. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
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Mr. Miner reported that he and Sgt. Brown brought to the Board of Finance some background information 
regarding cruiser odometers vs. engine hours as a baseline for replacement.  At 100,000 miles, the cruisers 
are off warrantee and after that repairs come “out of our pocket”.  The block in B.O.F. thinking remains that 
cars can go on long after the 100,000 miles have been reached.  Mr. Miner said he didn’t feel the B.O.F. 
was at all receptive, thought nothing was requested of them at the time.  The presentation was to give them 
a heads up. 
 
2010/2011 budget contains a 53rd pay week which will constitute an increase in requested budget. 
 
Chief Manzi reported that the F.B.I. National Academy has contacted us to say there is a seat available for 
an upcoming class.  It will be a difficult decision for the Chief to make as to whether or not to send 
someone. 
 
EVALUATIONS 
 
Officers Devin & Lord had their first evaluations as probationary officers. The Chief said they are 
acclimating well. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 8:20, Ms. Stevenson motioned to go into executive session to discuss personnel and contract matters.  
Mr. Hill seconded and the motion carried.  Chief Manzi remained for the executive session. 
 
At 10:05 p.m., the Commission returned to regular session. A special meeting will be held on Feb 24, 2010, 
at 6:15 p.m. for the purpose of interviewing candidates for the position of Captain. 
 
 At 10:05 p.m., Mr. Hill motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Stevenson and approved by all. 
 
Respectfully submitted      Karen McKown 
Donald Miner,              
 
 
 
Chairman       Recording secretary 
 


