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Suffield Police Commission 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting, March 17, 2010 

 
The regular meeting of the Suffield Police Commission was held on Wednesday, March 17, 2010 at Suffield Police 
Headquarters, 911 Mountain Road, Suffield, Ct.   
 
Present were:  Chairman Don Miner, Commissioners Peter Hill, Gary Paganelli, John Zavisza, Linda Stevenson and 
Matt Joyal.  Also present were Chief Michael Manzi, and Recording Secretary Karen McKown. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by Mr. Miner. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mr. Miner briefly went over the correspondence.  He read:  
 

 To Chief Manzi, an email from Mr. Kent Gilbert, 343 So. Main St., commending Officer Nelson for his 
actions during a motor vehicle. 

 
 To Chief Manzi from Mr. Craig Phelon, of the Connecticut Freemasons, commending Officer Thomas 

Kieselback for his participation and assistance at Spaulding School when 145 children received I.D. packets. 
 

 To Officer Osowiecki from Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Stagg, thanking him for his aid and comfort after a car struck 
their house and where the driver was seriously injured.  Officer Osowiecki was the first officer on the scene. 

 
 To Officer Justin Nelson from Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Stagg, commending him for his efforts during the same 

accident mentioned above.  Officer Nelson is credited with probably saving the operator’s life. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT   NONE  
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING, FEB 17TH  -Mr. Zavisza motioned to accept the minutes as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Hall, and approved by all. 
 
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING, FEB. 24th.   –Mr. Zavisza motioned to accept the minutes as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Hall, and approved by all. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Mr. Hill motioned to accept, with Mr. Zavisza seconding, all of the department reports as presented except the 
Chief’s, barring any Commissioner’s questions or comments.  
 
Mr. Zavisza asked for identification of officers by pay grade, excepting grade A officers. 
 
Mr. Miner asked how MUNIS (Suffield’s Financial Reporting System) was working for the police.  It appears to still 
be a learning experience.  
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Chief Manzi spoke about a purchase order for A.C.C.E to start the first phase of the radio system upgrade. This is a 
federal mandate that if  not complied with could end up with the revocation of our F.C.C. license.  The deadline is 
January 1, 2013 completion of the entire system. 
 
There was no other discussion about the department reports. 
 
Mr. Miner called for a vote on the dept reports motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT   
 

Chief Manzi’s full report is attached to these minutes. 
 
The Chief mentioned that an elderly woman in town was contacted by a man who said he was a Muslim terrorist who 
demanded money from her.  She hung up, but was contacted again.  The Chief said this is another type of scam being 
played on the elderly.  Mr. Zavisza said people should know about the ability to dial *67 which will lock in the 
number of the caller for the police to investigate. 
 
The Chief talked about a woman parked on Quarry Rd who, while being spoken to by a Granby Police Officer was 
identified as a possible burglary suspect. 
 
Chief Manzi spoke about a person who stole a very valuable car and damaged it while using a McDonald’s drive-thru. 
 
The husband of a murder victim in Madison, and a “person of interest” in the case is a former resident of Suffield.  
His cell phone “pinged” a tower on Rte 75, sometime after the murder, where it is believed he boarded a plane, 
possible headed to the country of Dubai where he has ties. 
 
The department’s budget was presented to the Board of Finance on March 15.  The First Selectman had previously 
recommended the department shave off $18,000 out of payroll. This can be done by delaying the hiring of a new 
police officer until 3 – 4 months after the beginning of the fiscal year.  Additionally, a car request was cut out of the 
budget.  The B.O.F. did not seem to have any issues with the remaining budget, and if a third cruiser is required, Mr. 
Miner said we would have to look to the off-duty fund for it.  Mr. Miner said the most interesting part of the budget 
evening was regarding a question from Mr. Kreps of the B.O.F. who asked “what it would cost if the police 
department settled for being just good, and not an excellent one?” 
 
Chief Manzi said that Connecticut is considering legislation regarding police using encrypted radio transmission.  
Some of the newspapers are stating the encryption is a violation of Freedom of Information. 
 
The Chief reported that Cruiser 47 sustained some damage to the rear bumper.  Unfortunately, this was not reported in 
a timely manner.  Sgt. Brown has taken corrective action.  Also Detective Sargent’s 2003 Impala is having engine 
problems.  It’s a $2,300 job for a car that is worth about $3,000.  The Detective keeps his car in exceptional order so it 
is probably worth more than that. 
 
End of Chief’s report. 
***************** 
REVIEW OF OFF-DUTY RATES:    
 
Mr. Hill motioned to table the discussion of off duty rates, seconded by Ms. Stevenson and approved by all.  Mr. 
Miner will email an Excel spread sheet containing the information regarding off duty rates, to all the Commissioners.  
Mr. Miner apologized for not bringing it with him tonight 
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COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 7:40, Ms. Stevenson motioned to go into executive session to discuss personnel.  Mr. Paganelli seconded and the 
motion carried.  Chief Manzi remained for the executive session. 
 
At 10:45 p.m., the Commission returned to regular session and adjourned at that time. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted      Karen McKown 
Donald Miner,              
 
 
 
Chairman       Recording secretary 
 


