
 
 
 
 

Suffield Police Commission 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting, October 17, 2012 

 
The Regular meeting of the Suffield Police Commission was held on Wednesday, Aug 15, 2012 
at Suffield Police Headquarters, 911 Mountain Road, Suffield, Ct. 
 
Present were Chairman Matt Joyal, Commissioners Linda Stevenson, Kenneth Pascoe and Gary 
Paganelli.  Also present were Chief Michael Manzi, Capt. Craig Huntley, Officer Peter Osowiecki, guest 
Kevin Armata and recording secretary Karen McKown. 
 
Mr. Joyal called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mr. Joyal read & distributed a few pieces of correspondences: 
 

 From Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tuttle, a thank you to Officers Dabkowski and Devin for a quick 
response to their home on Sept. 4th and for caring for Mrs. Tuttle after she fainted. 

 
 From Don Miner, thanking the department for their assistance following the motor 

vehicle accident his wife Debra was involved in.  She sustained multiple bone fractures in 
the accident. 

 
 The monthly meeting of the CT Association of Police Commissioners. 

 
 

PUBLIC INPUT – Commissioner Paganelli wanted to thank Officer Osowiecki for his response to his 
home when his grandson put in the wrong code for their alarm.  Mr. Paganelli said the officers did a 
great job. 
  
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING, AUGUST, 2012 – Ms. Stevenson motioned to accept 
the minutes as amended.  Mr. Paganelli seconded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER, 2012 – Mr. Pascoe motioned to accept 
the minutes, seconded by Ms. Stevenson and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS –  
 
BUDGET – Chief Manzi reported that a former employee will be collecting unemployment benefits due 
to a legal loophole.  Approximately $15,400 will be the total for the year, with about $500 being taken 
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out of our line each week.  The Chief said he was utterly confused about why this money should be 
taken from the police budget, and not paid by the town, and he stated the budget this year could absorb 
this fee only because of an unexpected staffing change. 
 
Capt. Huntley stated the extra-time sub-line item under payroll shows an appropriation refund of 
approximately $5,000 which is a grant reimbursement. 
 
Mr. Joyal asked if there was an updated fleet report as he had requested.  Capt. Huntley had it available 
for him.  Mr. Joyal commented that there are a number of cruisers that are closing in on the 100,000 
mile mark.  Chief Manzi reported that he had settled on the purchase of one Ford Interceptor SUV for 
the year’s cruiser purchase.  The change-over from our current Crown Vic to an Interceptor will require 
customizing the prisoner cage.  The Chief has also decided to have less decaling on all new vehicle 
purchases.  The new vehicle will be navy blue. 
 
He stated that Crowley Ford in Southington won the state bid for cruiser purchase. 
 
The Hummer acquired from Military Surplus is being worked on as a student project by a local technical 
school. 
 
ACTIVITY – (Crime Stats Report) Chief Manzi reported he has instituted a direct patrol for traffic 
control.  He stated coincidentally, there were no residential burglaries in September in Suffield.  
Discussion was held regarding articles being written for local newspapers like the Observer or JI.  Chief 
Manzi said our First Selectman was going to handle that.  The Chief has thought about sending the 
activity report alone to the Observer.   
 
K-9 – Officer Osowiecki said at the moment the Bridge Street School issue is on hold. 
 
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER – This report was distributed at the meeting. 
 
DETECTIVE BUREAU – No comment.   
 
Mr. Paganelli motioned to accept the department reports as presented, seconded by Ms. Stevenson.  
The motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT – The Chief spoke about several items he included in his report to the Commission.  
He said, sadly, there are senior citizens in town who are still being “taken” through scams.  One person 
was told if he didn’t comply with the instructions in an e-mail he would be in trouble with the FBI.  The 
Chief said the e-mail was poorly written and the FBI doesn’t handle serious issues through e-mail.  
Someone else was told she had won an expensive piece of equipment and all she had to do was tell the 
caller her name, address, date of birth and Medicare number.  The Chief said no one should ever give 
their Medicare number to strangers over the phone.  Again the idea of a Chief’s column in the local 
news was discussed. 
 
Chief Manzi said the state has passed a medical marijuana legislation, but though it remains that certain 
patients can legally possess marijuana, they still have no way of obtaining it. 
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The Chief reported that the department has not kept current with cell phone technology.  There are 5 
phones the department pays for, but they are outdated, nearly 8 years old with no “smartphone” 
capability.  The problem is that the phones currently in use are under a Town Government contract.  One 
time, when the Chief’s department cell phone broke, he attempted to buy a new one, paying for it 
himself, under the contract.  He was told he “wasn’t on the list” of people who could authorize changes.  
The people allowed are Debbie Cerrato, Julie Nigro and Jack Muska, as account reps.  This system is 
completely useless to the police department at this time.  The Chief said he is attempting to do this, but 
the Town has to sign off releasing the current telephone numbers.  It is also unknown if First Selectman 
McAnaney has the “authority”.  The purchase proposed is for 4 telephones and would not be extended to 
provide the whole department with new phones. 
 
Chief Manzi reported that a group of juveniles were caught after they had vandalized and damaged 
Suffield Academy property.  They had thrown eggs and pumpkins at some buildings and the cost for 
repairs and clean-up was approximately $5,000.  These juveniles were going to be sent to juvenile court, 
but Chief Manzi opted to send them to the Juvenile Review Board. 
 
 Mr. Paganelli motioned to accept the Chief’s report, seconded by Mr. Pascoe, and the motion carried 
by a unanimous vote. 
 

*** End of Chief’s report.  Chief Manzi’s full report is attached to these minutes*** 
 
OLD BUSINESS – Ms. Stevenson said she wanted to talk about the new digital radio system.  She said 
that she was told there would be no simile-casting of public safety radios.  As it stands, the ambulance 
cannot hear or transmit to an officer’s car or firefighter’s truck as it talks to dispatch.  Motorola has 
reported they cannot simile-cast, with this information being new to the police department.  There is a 
problem with digital radios vs. analog.  Ms. Stevenson said that since 911, intra-operability has been the 
goal for emergency services.  Motorola made a promise that they could not deliver on.  The Chief and 
Captain will follow up. 
 
Ms. Stevenson said Thanksgiving is approaching and she asked for assistance with her turkey dinners 
for working department members. 
 
Capt. Huntley requested that the DUI grant applied for last year be applied for again this year.  It is a 
75/25% split and is for $20,000 to $25,000.  The Police Commission needs to vote to approve this grant 
this evening.  There is no penalty for not using the grant once it is obtained.  Mr. Paganelli motioned to 
apply for this grant.  Ms. Stevenson seconded and the motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None  
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENT – Mr. Pascoe commented that he had an opportunity to ride along on 
patrol with Officer Kieselback.  He said that he was really impressed, enjoyed himself and would do it 
again if the opportunity arose.  One thing that made an impression on him was the length of time drivers 
took to pull to the side of the road to let a cruiser with flashing lights and sirens by.  He said it felt like 
forever. 
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EXCUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 8:15 Mr. Paganelli motioned to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues, Mr. Armata 
was invited to stayfor this meeting along with Chief Manziand Capt. Huntley.  Mr. Pascoe seconded and 
the motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
At 8:42, the Commission returned to regular session.  Ken Pascoe motioned to take Sergeant John 
Trovato off of probation.  The motion was seconded by Linda Stevenson and carried with a unanimous 
vote.  
 
Respectfully submitted    Recording Secretary 
 
 
Matt Joyal, Chairman     Karen McKown 


