
Minutes of the Special Social Services Commission Meeting 
Jan. 20, 2011 – Senior Center – 8:15 a.m. 

 
Members present: David Reed-Brown, Shirley Edmonds Van Allen, Faith Roebelen, 
Sharen  Kozaczka                                          Absent: R. Clark, B. Fidler 
Also present: Directors Paula Pascoe, Janet Frechette, Denise Winiarski 
 
Chairman Reed-Brown called the meeting to order, noting that this was a special meeting 
because the regular meeting was postponed due to bad weather. 
 
Citizen Comment: None 
Minutes:  The minutes of the December 9 were voted approved as distributed. 
 
Directors’ Reports and Proposed Budgets 
 
Director Janet Frechette, EAA Delivery of Suffield Social Services, distributed her 
written report.  She noted that her EAA Board had not met, but there may be a 2% 
increase request for expenses.   
*Fuel Aid – as of Jan. 11, the EAA has submitted 196 applications to CRT for 
certification.  The good news is that the US Dept. of Health and Human Services 
announced the release of an additional $1.6 billion in the Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program block grant.  This gives Connecticut 98.8% of last year’s grant. 
*Meals-On-Wheels has three new volunteers who are much needed and provide 
flexibility for the drivers schedule.   
*Salvation Army – Volunteers raised an additional $1,544 through the Kettle Drive in 
December.  This funding is used in Suffield.   The Juvenile Review Board is undergoing 
a review of the structure to better define their purpose.   
*Holiday Baskets – 97 holiday baskets were distributed this past December.  Of the 97 
households participated, there were a total of 305 recipients, including 162 children.   
 
Director Denise Winiarski, Suffield Mini Bus, distributed her written monthly report 
and proposed budget.  She reviewed her statistics, noting that for the months of October, 
November, and December, 2,165 passengers rode the Mini Bus and traveled 17,937 
miles.  Presently she is working on a grant application to the Greater Hartford Transit 
District for a replacement of Bus #15, which now has 115,000 miles on the odometer.  
She noted that it takes approximately 18 months or longer to process the grant application 
before the Town actually takes receipt of the new vehicle.  She reviewed her proposed 
budget, noting that she is asking for additional 80 hours of cover time at a cost of $20.50 
per week.  Cover time is used when drivers are not able to work, due to illness or 
vacation.  This gives her service greater flexibility.  She noted that the new bus would be 
funded 80% by the 5310 grant and the remaining is funded by the Mini Bus Reserve 
Fund.  In addition to the buses, she has a mid size car which affords much greater gas 
mileage, and allows trips for fewer people.   
 
Senior Center Director Paula Pascoe distributed her written report and her proposed 
budget.  She reviewed the many programs offered and explained that the Center offers 



meals prepared on site Wednesday and Thursdays and a light breakfast daily.   She noted 
that since the new Center opened in July, volunteers have logged 2,132 hours of service.  
The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving awarded the Center a grant to purchase 
MySeniorCenter technology which gives the Center the ability to track membership and 
various statistics.  There are 1,067 registered members.  She reviewed her budget, noting 
she is requesting three more hours for the assistant to the Director.   
 
Youth Services Director Peter Black is currently on sick leave, but it was reported that 
he is doing well and expects to attend the next meeting.  
 
It was noted that budgets are submitted to the Director of Finance and the Board of 
Selectmen. The final budgets are then submitted to the Board of Finance.  A calendar of 
budget review meetings will be distributed.  The Commission usually attends the budget 
meeting scheduled for social services, and supports the new budget requests. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be Feb. 10. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary 
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