
Minutes of the Social Services Commission Meeting 
Nov. 10, 2011 – Senior Center – 8:30 a.m. 

 
Members present: Faith Roebelen, Sharon Kozaczka, Bridget Fidler, Ruth Clark, Marcia 
Dufore, Robert Michalman   Absent: Shirley Edmonds-Van Allen 
Also present: Directors P. Pascoe, P. Black, J. Frechette     Absent: D. Winiarski 
 
Chairman Faith Roebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Minutes:  Ms. Clark moved to approve the minutes of the Oct. 12, 2011 meeting, Mr. 
Michalman seconded.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Directors’ Reports:   
Mini Bus Director Denise Winiarski,  sent in her written report which was distributed 
to the members of the commission.  She reported her ridership statistics for the months of 
July, August, and September.  She noted an increase in the number of wheel chair 
transport, especially from Suffield by the River.  When the new bus arrives, Bus #14 will 
be taken out of service at that time and sent to auction.    
 
EAA Social Services Director Janet Frechette distributed her written report.  She 
reported 90 energy applications to the Fuel Aid program so far.  In terms of more federal 
funding for fuel, the news has not changed.  We are optimistic that more resources will be 
allocated to the CT for home heating aid.  She noted that during and after the winter 
storm, the staff did a lot of outreach and delivered meals/Meals-On-Wheels; they are 
continually updating the “at risk” list.  She worked closely with Paula Pascoe, the 
Director of the Senior Center, providing aid to those who came to the Senior Center for 
shelter after the storm.  She reported that 100 flu shots were administered by Walgreen.  
The Walgreen’s staff did an excellent job and was most professional.  
 
Senior Center Director Paula Pascoe, distributed her written report.  She reported that 
the Senior Center was turned into a shelter after winter storm Alfred.  The Center fed an 
average of 75 people for breakfast, 65 people for lunch, and 75 people for dinner.  Thirty 
five people spent different nights at the center.  Ms. Pascoe thanked Janet Frechette, and 
Pat Beeman from the EAA for their time spent at the Senior Center.  She expressed her 
appreciation to her assistant MaryLou, to Debbie Krut and her sister for their hours of 
volunteering service to the Center.  To date, the Senior Center has received donations of 
approximately $817 in appreciation from grateful individuals who utilized their services 
during the emergency.  She noted that this emergency event has alerted her and Janet to 
previously unknown needs of the community. 
 
The Commission expressed their gratitude to Paula and Janet for their devoted work. 
 
Youth Services Director Peter Black, distributed his written report.  He noted that this 
month continues to be busy with groups and family interventions.  He reported that both 
MILD (Men in Life Discovery) programs have been actively meeting in the High School 
and in the Middle School.  He discussed various activities planned for these groups.  The 



McAlister School After School program is going very well, and involved 15 grade 4 and 
grade 5 boys.   Individual service has been busy especially with family assistance.  He 
has approximately 23 active cases and 12 involving family services.  He explained the 
Job Corps program to the Commission. 
 
The Commission discussed the recent emergency and how the Town responded.  Janet 
and Paula commented on how well the Town Shelter at the High School worked.  They 
noted the long hours of dedicated and devoted service by Angelo DiMauro and Janet 
Banks at the Town shelter.  The Town was well served by volunteers who came and 
worked together for the residents of Suffield. It was noted that the emergency crisis 
revealed new needs.   
 
Ms. Fidler announced that the 2nd Baptist Church will hold an inter-faith thanksgiving 
service, Nov. 20 at 4 p.m.  Donations collected at this service will be given to the EAA 
for their Fuel Bank.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary 
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