
 
Minutes of the Social Services Commission 
Jan. 19, 2012 – Senior Center – 8:30 a.m. 
Members present: Faith Roebelen, Ruth Clark, Marcia Dufore, Sharon Kozaczka, Shirley 
Edmonds Van Allen, Rob Michalman, Bridget Fidler 
Directors’ present: Paula Pascoe, Denise Winiarski, and Janet Frechette 
Absent: Peter Black 
Chairman Faith Roebelen called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. This meeting was 
scheduled for Jan 12; but was postponed until Jan. 19 because of snowy weather.  
Citizen Comment: None 
Minutes: Ms. Kozaczka moved to approve the minutes of the Dec. 8 meeting; the motion 
was seconded and the minutes approved by unanimous vote. 
Paula Pascoe, Senior Center Director, distributed copies of her proposed 2012-13 
budget. She noted that the directive had been to come in with a flat budget; but was also 
informed that the union raises for her staff person were to be included. She did include in 
the proposed budget, an increase of 1.9 hours per week for her administrative assistant. 
She reviewed her operation expenditures, noting that her “Other Utililities” line item 
decreased by 75%. This line item originally was for dumpster costs. It was noted that the 
budgets are to be submitted to the First Selectman by Jan. 27. Chairman Faith Roebelen 
asked to be notified when the Directors are scheduled for their budget review with the 
First Selectman and the Finance Director so that she may attend in their support on behalf 
of the Commission. She also reported that for the second time, the North Central Health 
District had inspected and rated the Senior Center kitchen with a perfect score. 
Janet Frechette, Director of Suffield Social Services, distributed her written report.  
Fuel Aid: So far the staff has taken 168 energy applications so far. The above-average 
temperatures have helped preserve the Private Fuel Bank. Federal Funding for Energy for 
Connecticut has been increased from the predicted $70 million in the fall, to $79.53 
million. It is noted that CT received $115 million last year. She reported that the 
volunteer Salvation Army bell ringers added an additional $1,750 to the total budget. The 
Holiday Basket program was most successful. The program served 300 residents, 
including l46 children, within 99 households. She will present at the next meeting, reports 
which show both her actions for the EAA and for the Town of Suffield . She noted that 
the Town and the EAA are in the last year of a five year contract, and negotiations for the 
renewal of the contract will begin in the future. 
Denise Winiarski, MiniBus Director, distributed her month report for December and 
copies of her budget. The December report noted 759 passengers, traveled 6,063 miles, 
and used 677 gallons of fuel. The average ridership was 38 per day. She reviewed her 
proposed budget for 2012-13; noting that the major change was a 25% reduction of the 
State municipal matching grant. The grant was reduced from $31,585 to $23,689. This 
will result in a loss of services. She noted approximately 30 – 40 riders each day, and that 
the MiniBus routes are linked with other services. She has made major savings in fuel, 
due to her use of the car to make short single rider trips v. use of the mini bus. Her budget 
remains flat. 
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary 
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