
Minutes of the Social Services Commission Meeting 
April 12, 2012 – Senior Center – 8:30 a.m. 

 
Members present: Faith Roebelen, Marcia DuFore 
Directors Present: Paula Pascoe, Denise Winiarski, Janet Frechette, Peter Black 
 
Chairman Faith Roebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Corrrespondence:  She noted that she had received a letter of resignation from Shirley Edmonds Van 
Allen.  The letter will be sent to the Town Clerk. 
 
The minutes of the March 8 meeting were printed and distributed to the Commission, and were accepted. 
 
Senior Center Director Paula Pascoe distributed her written report to the Commission.  She noted that 
she has decided to re-publicize the Senior Center’s Mission Statement in her newsletter in May.  To 
encourage people to read the newsletter, she will include several errors in the newsletter, and give a free 
lunch to whoever can find all the errors.  The Senior Center received a $350 donation from Suffield 
Rotary for our annual volunteer recognition. 
 
Director of Social Services Janet Frechette distributed her written report to the Commission.  She noted 
the following: 
*CT. Energy Assistance Program:  It was reported that there has been a 24% decrease in the number of 
people applying for Energy Assistance this year.  As a result of the historically mild winter, the State will 
have a $20 million surplus.  Some of the surplus will be used for next year’s early intake season as well as 
Utility customers (including CHAP) will receive an additional $200 benefit. 
*Meals-On-Wheels : There is a need for “over the mountain” volunteers.  CRT will recognize MOW 
volunteers at their annual breakfast reception on April 26.  The Mini-Bus will once again transport the 
volunteers to Hartford for that event. 
 
Mini Bus Director Denise Winiarski distributed her written report to the Commission. 
She noted that March was a very busy month. There are two new riders who rely on our services for 
radiation and chemo treatments in Enfield and Hartford.  There has been an over increase in bus usage.  
Rider Statistics for March:   932 passengers traveled 7,986 miles on 22 days.  The average ridership per 
day was 42.  Fuel used: 881 gallons, hours of service on roads, 620 hours. 
 
Youth Services Peter Black noted that March had been a very busy month.  The focus has been on 
individual/family intervention.  He continues to provide crisis, short term intervention, case management 
and support services. 
 
Unfinished Business:  Paula Pascoe reported she had met with Board of Education member Mary Lou 
Sanborn.  A single list will be compiled listing those municipal and other organizations that could use 
“community service hours” of service.   For those who need “community service hours”, contacts for 
these organizations will be published on the list. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m.  
Respectfully submitted, Bobbie C. Kling, Secretary    SS.MIN.April.12.2012 
 
 
 


